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COPYRIGHT & LICENSE  

(STANDARD PERFORMANCE LICENSE – UP TO 3 PERFORMANCES) 

Copyright © 2017. Cleveland O. McLeish/HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. This play 

script (the “Work”) is protected by copyright laws and international copyright treaties. Purchase 

of this Work does not transfer ownership of copyright. The author/publisher retains all rights not 

expressly granted below. 

 

License Grant (Non-Exclusive; Non-Transferable) 
 

Upon purchase from christianplaywright.org, and subject to full payment, the purchaser 

(“Licensee”) is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to use the Work 

under the following terms: 

 

1. Permitted Use 

• Licensee may produce and present the Work in up to three (3) live 

performances during the license term. 

• Performances are authorized only for the purchasing entity [i.e. 

Organization/Church/School/Individual]. 

• License term is 24 months from the date of purchase. 

• Licensee is allowed to Record, film, livestream, broadcast, or distribute 

audio/video of performances (including online streaming and social media), 

providing the playwright/publisher is notified. 

2. Rehearsal Copy Permission (Internal Use Only) 

Licensee may reproduce and distribute copies of the Work only as needed for internal 

production use (e.g., cast, crew, director, stage manager). No copy may be sold, posted publicly, 

emailed beyond the production team, or uploaded to public/shared repositories. 

3. Adaptation Permission (Limited) 

Licensee may make reasonable cuts or minor adaptations solely for the authorized production 

(e.g., time, casting constraints, contextual references), provided that: 

• The core storyline and message are not distorted in a way that harms the integrity 

of the Work; and 

• Any adapted version may not be published, licensed to others, or performed 

beyond the scope of this license; and 

• All derivative rights remain the sole property of the author/publisher. 

4. Prohibited Uses (Without Written Permission) 
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Unless separately licensed in writing by HCP Book Publishing, Licensee may not: 

• Post any portion of the Work online (including websites, Google Drive links, file-

sharing platforms, or social media). 

• Sell, sublicense, or distribute the script (or adapted script) to any third party. 

• Use the Work (in whole or in part) to train AI systems, upload into public AI 

datasets, or publish substantial excerpts through automated tools in a way that 

enables reconstruction of the script. 

5. Author Credit (Required) 

All programs, posters, and publicity must include the credit line: “Written by Cleveland O. 

McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book Publishing.” Website credit (optional but 

encouraged): christianplaywright.org 

6. Performance Reporting 

Within ten (10) days after the final performance, Licensee agrees to report performance dates 

and estimated attendance to info@hcpbookpublishing.com. 

7. Breach & Termination 

Any unauthorized reproduction, distribution, recording, posting, or performance constitutes 

infringement and immediately terminates this license. Upon termination, Licensee must cease all 

use and destroy/delete all copies not required to be retained by law. 

For additional performances, additional venues, or large-scale/ticketed events, contact: HCP 

Book Publishing @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com or WhatsApp 876-352-2650. 

 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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SAMPLE SCRIPT 
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LIGHTS UP 

Jenny gets out of bed and sits on the side of the bed…her eyes are still 

half shut…. She stands up and walks to a chair at a nearby 

table….she sits…she thinks….she realizes that her feelings are the 

same as the day before…God has done nothing to change the way she 

feels….she talks to him…. 

 

JENNY: (smiles at the thought) Tell me, Lord…How hard is it for 

you, huh? Moses only asked you once and you let him see you….why are 

you hiding from me? You refuse to even show yourself in my dreams. 

(pause, heavy sigh) Oh,  What’s the use..!  

 

She gets up and exits, but re-enters quickly, realizing that the bible 

was sitting on the table before her. 

 

 She stops a little way from the table. She just stands there staring at it. 

 

 She goes to the table,  picks it up and opens it. 

 

JENNY: (reads) Rejoice in the Lord, you who are righteous, and praise 

his holy name….(Psalms 97: 12) 

 

 She slams the bible shut. 

 

JENNY: (fake laugh) You’re funny, God. (pause) Don’t you see my 

tears anymore Lord…don’t you care? How can I possibly rejoice feeling like 

this? Why are you always so silent? Where is the God of Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob…the God who used to answer when men called you by name? 

Where are you? I am sorry if my prayer is not the way you like it…but 

you…you still don’t listen, even when it is. Ahh! 

 

 She exits. 
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She re-enters. 

 

JENNY: Tell me Lord….if my life is like this now…today….where will 

I be tomorrow, huh? Care to share that little info with me so I can have 

something to look forward to. A future perhaps…maybe, my destiny even! 

 

 Silence. 

 

JENNY: Uhm. The sweet sound of silence. 

 

She dons her robe…ties it at the front….reaches for her guitar… 

 

She sings…. 

 

 She exits….comes back with a cup of tea. 

 

 She listens to her voice messages (pre-recorded) as she sips from the  

cup. 

 

(beep) 

 

MOTHER’S VOICE: Hi Jen…this is your mother…I’m sorry you had to 

be there last night when…you know, your father and I…well, it wasn’t 

really an argument…it… 

 

JENNY:  (rolls her eyes) …was an argument. 

 

MOTHER’S VOICE: I admit it was a bit loud….and you may have been 

embarrassed…but it happens sometimes. (pause) I don’t really want to talk 

about this over the phone…hopefully I won’t have to work late tonight…so 

later…if you’re still up when I get home. Bye. Love you. 

 

(click) 
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(beep) 

 

MOTHER’S VOICE: Me again. I don’t want you to be worried too 

much…whatever is happening between me and your father….just don’t 

worry about it….God knows best.…and…well, later. 

 

(click) 

 

Jenny retrieves some files and sit at the table rummaging through the 

 Paperwork. 

 

 

(beep) 

 

MARIE’S VOICE: Why won’t you answer the phone girl? We need to talk. 

Call me back, okay. 

 

(click) 

 

(beep) 

 

PAUL’S VOICE: Hey babe…I’m sorry I stood you up last night…but you 

know how it is. Anyway, I really wanted to make it up to you tonight. We 

have some things to talk about. But, I have to work…so…(pause)…call me. 

Oh, oh…by the way I left a letter in your precious bible. I hope you already 

found it. We’ll talk about it later. 

 

(click) 

 

(beep) 

 

(beep) 
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(phone rings) 

 

 Jenny considers before answering it. 

 

JENNY: Hello. 

 

 Pause. 

 

JENNY: Yes sir…I have the file before me right….sir….yes sir…..yes, I 

plan to have the contract ready today……..I’m….sir, …I………yes sir, 

twelve noon…….yes sir……(bites her lips and continues to listen)…… 

 

(hangs up) 

 

 She almost throws the phone against the wall but decides against it. 

 

 Bows her head in exasperation. 

 

JENNY: I hate that man. 

 

 Looks up to Heaven. 

 

JENNY: Is this your will for my life….this constant hell? Is this how you 

want me to live? (pause) An answer would be good…..oh the Bible! Okay. 

You speak to your children through the word. Alright. 

 

 Goes for a bible. 

 

JENNY: Let’s see what you have to say. 

 

 Opens the bible and points her finger. 

 

 The words cut deep into her soul. 
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JENNY: (reads)  Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that 

you may be blameless and pure….….(Philippians 2) 

 

 Tears come to her eyes as she considers these words. 

 

JENNY (closes bible)  I guess I have been a little ungrateful. 

 

 She falls to her knees in prayer. 

 

JENNY: I never meant to hurt you, Lord. All I want is your attention and 

it hurts not feeling you….not hearing you and yet you’re there. How is it 

possible to believe something I can’t see or touch? How do I fall in love with 

you? How do I interact with you? Teach me these things; Lord…I am 

willing to learn. 

 

 She stays there for a beat. 

 

 A song comes to her heart and she sings. 

 

 At the end of the song, she resumes her work…but something 

 Keeps drawing her eyes to the bible sitting at the end of the 

 Table. 

 

 She reaches for it a few times, but decides against it. 

 

(phone rings) 

 

JENNY: What? Oh, hi Grace…..no, I’m actually working…..not a good 

idea. I really wanted to go to Bible Study tonight…..what?….hello….I’m a 

Christian remember….what do you mean ‘so.’ Hey, I was having a bad 

enough day…this is just not the time. What?…..Did Paul tell you 

that….What? Listen…..What? No…..We are engaged to be married…he  

wouldn’t do that…..I said….aren’t you engaged to James….? My God…. 
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 Jenny throws down the phone.  

 

She cannot sit still as the adrenaline pumps through her veins.  

 

 She paces back and forth. 

 

Remembering something she goes to her bible and flips clumsily 

through the pages. 

 

 She finds a letter. She tears it open and reads. 

 

JENNY: My dearest Jen…I am sorry, but there are just some things I 

have been unable to say face to face. I do love you….but love is not enough 

sometimes….it seems, anyway…I’ve made some mistakes and I hope you’ll 

be able to forgive me….someday….it’s just that….I’m just not so sure 

we’re…..right for each other…..(Jenny breaks down again) 

 

 She tears the letter and throws it away. 

 

 She picks up the phone and dials and waits. 

 

JENNY: Don’t ‘hey babe me’…..why are you doing this to me…..of 

course I wanted you to be honest….but…..What? No, no…I don’t want to 

hear it…..I gave you everything you bastard. I gave you my body….isn’t 

that sacrifice enough….what? you little…….. 

 

 Removes the phone from her ears and try to regain control. 

 

JENNY: (puts the phone to her ears) I am a Christian, Paul. I put that on 

the line just to please you and you went and slept with Grace….she’s 

engaged for god’s sake. You are engaged! What kind of man are 

you?…Don’t…. 
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Copyright © 2017 Cleveland O. McLeish / HCP Book Publishing. All rights 

reserved. This Work is protected by copyright. Purchase does not transfer ownership. 

 

Licensed Use (if purchased with performance rights or via subscription): The 

Licensee is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to produce this play 

under the selected license terms (including performance count and organization). Internal 

rehearsal copying is permitted for cast/crew only. Recording, livestreaming, broadcast, or 

public online distribution is allowed with proper notification. 

 

Required credit: “Written by Cleveland O. McLeish. Used by permission of HCP 

Book Publishing.” Visit www.christianplaywright.org to purchase full script 

with/without performance rights.  

 

Purchase / Licensing Options 

 

Option 1 — Reading Script (Print on Amazon) 

 

Reading Script (Print Book – Amazon) 

 

✓ A print copy shipped by Amazon for reading and reference. 

✓ Print book ordered and shipped through Amazon. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

Performance, adaptation, reproduction, and distribution rights are not included with this 

option. 

 

Option 2 — Digital Script (Reading Only) 

 

Digital Script (PDF – Reading Only) 

 

✓ A digital copy delivered by email for reading and reference. 

✓ Delivered automatically by email after purchase. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

No production, performance, adaptation, or distribution rights are included. 

 

Option 3 — Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Performances) 

 

Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Live Performances) 

 

✓ Best for churches, schools, and theatre groups ready to produce the play. 

✓ PDF script delivered by email 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization 

✓ Permission to share rehearsal copies internally with cast/crew. 

http://www.christianplaywright.org/
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✓ Limited adaptation permission for your production (cuts/edits as needed). 

✓ Recording/streaming included. 

 

Option 4 — All-Access Subscription (Monthly / Yearly) 

 

✓ All-Access Subscription (Cancel Anytime). For organizations producing multiple 

plays per year. 

✓ Access to the full script library while subscription is active. 

✓ Performance, adaptation, and internal rehearsal distribution permitted during 

active subscription. 

✓ Ongoing access to new releases added to the library. 

 

Rights remain active only while the subscription is active; access and permissions end 

upon cancellation. 

 

Option 5 — Performance Rights Upgrade (Already Own the Script) 

 

✓ Performance Rights Upgrade (For Existing Script Owners). Upgrade if you 

already purchased a reading script and now want to stage the play. 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization. 

✓ Internal rehearsal copy permission included. 

✓ Limited adaptation permission included. 

 

Proof of script ownership may be requested (Amazon order receipt or purchase 

confirmation). 

 

Need more than 3 performances, request a custom license @ 

info@hcpbookpublishing.com 

 

FAQ 

 

Licensing FAQ 

 

o Do reading scripts include performance rights? 

 

No. Reading scripts (print or digital) are for reading and reference only. 

 

o What does “Up to 3 performances” mean? 

 

You may stage the play up to three (3) times under one license for one producing 

organization. 

 

o Can we make rehearsal copies for cast and crew? 

 

Yes, licensed productions may share copies internally with cast/crew for rehearsal and 

production use only. 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com


 

13 

o Can we edit the script for our context? 

 

Licensed productions may make reasonable cuts and minor adaptations for their specific 

production. Publishing or distributing an adapted script is not permitted. 

 

o Can we livestream or record the performance? 

 

Yes, but please notify the publisher/playwright first. 

 

o Can we perform the play at multiple venues or campuses? 

 

Multiple venues/campuses may require an expanded license. Contact us for a custom 

quote. 

 

o What if we want more than 3 performances? 

 

You can purchase additional performance blocks or request an expanded license. 

 

o How do we receive the script? 

 

Digital purchases are delivered automatically by email after checkout. 

 

 


