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COPYRIGHT & LICENSE  

(STANDARD PERFORMANCE LICENSE – UP TO 3 PERFORMANCES) 

 

Copyright © 2017. Cleveland O. McLeish/HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. 

This play script (the “Work”) is protected by copyright laws and international 

copyright treaties. Purchase of this Work does not transfer ownership of copyright. 

The author/publisher retains all rights not expressly granted below. 

License Grant (Non-Exclusive; Non-Transferable) 

 

Upon purchase from christianplaywright.org, and subject to full payment, the 

purchaser (“Licensee”) is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to 

use the Work under the following terms: 

 

1. Permitted Use 

• Licensee may produce and present the Work in up to three (3) live 

performances during the license term. 

• Performances are authorized only for the purchasing entity [i.e. 

Organization/Church/School/Individual]. 

• License term is 24 months from the date of purchase. 

• Licensee is allowed to Record, film, livestream, broadcast, or distribute 

audio/video of performances (including online streaming and social 

media), providing the playwright/publisher is notified. 

2. Rehearsal Copy Permission (Internal Use Only) 

Licensee may reproduce and distribute copies of the Work only as needed for 

internal production use (e.g., cast, crew, director, stage manager). No copy may be 

sold, posted publicly, emailed beyond the production team, or uploaded to 

public/shared repositories. 

3. Adaptation Permission (Limited) 

Licensee may make reasonable cuts or minor adaptations solely for the authorized 

production (e.g., time, casting constraints, contextual references), provided that: 

• The core storyline and message are not distorted in a way that harms the 

integrity of the Work; and 

• Any adapted version may not be published, licensed to others, or 

performed beyond the scope of this license; and 
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• All derivative rights remain the sole property of the author/publisher. 

4. Prohibited Uses (Without Written Permission) 

Unless separately licensed in writing by HCP Book Publishing, Licensee may not: 

• Post any portion of the Work online (including websites, Google Drive 

links, file-sharing platforms, or social media). 

• Sell, sublicense, or distribute the script (or adapted script) to any third 

party. 

• Use the Work (in whole or in part) to train AI systems, upload into 

public AI datasets, or publish substantial excerpts through automated 

tools in a way that enables reconstruction of the script. 

5. Author Credit (Required) 

All programs, posters, and publicity must include the credit line: “Written by 

Cleveland O. McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book Publishing.” Website 

credit (optional but encouraged): christianplaywright.org 

6. Performance Reporting 

Within ten (10) days after the final performance, Licensee agrees to report 

performance dates and estimated attendance to info@hcpbookpublishing.com. 

7. Breach & Termination 

Any unauthorized reproduction, distribution, recording, posting, or performance 

constitutes infringement and immediately terminates this license. Upon termination, 

Licensee must cease all use and destroy/delete all copies not required to be retained 

by law. 

For additional performances, additional venues, or large-scale/ticketed events, 

contact: HCP Book Publishing @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com or WhatsApp 876-

352-2650. 

 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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Scene 1 

LIGHTS UP 

Setting: Empty stage, expandable spotlight. 

There is a line of people, standing DS (Down Stage): some are mourning, 

some throwing insults; others are grouped together, apparently having a 

silent discussion on what is taking place.  

A MAN, broken, wounded and bleeding is slowly led across the stage by two 

soldiers carrying whips. Occasionally, they whip the MAN to try and get him 

to move a little quickly, but He is very weak, and faint, and falls under the 

weight of the cross at times. This MAN is JESUS. 

VOICE: My servant will act wisely; He will be raised and lifted up and highly 

exalted. Just as there were many who were appalled at him - his appearance was so 

disfigured beyond that of any man and his form marred beyond human likeness. 

Jesus falls to his knees under the weight of the cross. The soldiers immediately 

start whipping him, He squirms in pain. With a strong will and determination, 

he manages to pull himself back to his feet. 

VOICE: So will he sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their mouths because 

of him. For what they were not told, they will see, and what they have not heard, 

they will understand. 

A Pharisee and a Scribe appears behind the soldiers, engaged in a silent but 

satisfying conversation.  

VOICE: Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been 

revealed? He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry 

ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance 

that we should desire him. 
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The crowd is closing the path behind the Soldiers. The Soldiers struggle to 

keep the crowd at bay, as they throw silent insults and jeers at the Man 

carrying the cross.  

Pharisee and Scribe step aside, to allow room for the crowd. 

VOICE: He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with 

suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we 

esteemed him not.  

Jesus again falls under the weight of the cross but this time he is unable to get 

back up. The soldiers beat him until they are satisfied he can go no further. 

They pull a man from the crowd and force him to carry the cross. His name is 

Simon. 

VOICE: Surely, he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 

considered him stricken by God, smitten by him and afflicted. 

Tears flow from Jesus’ eyes as the pain seeps through his mortal body. 

VOICE: He was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was upon him. And by his wounds we are 

healed. 

MARY, mother of Jesus, MARY MAGDALENE, and JOHN, watches as the 

cross, Jesus, crowd and Soldiers exit the stage. 

MARY: My son. 

VOICE: We all like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; 

and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

LIGHTS OUT 
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Scene 2 

LIGHTS UP 

A wood fire burns at center stage. PETER sits by the fire, trying to get warm, 

while momentarily glancing offstage. 

A YOUNG WOMAN sees him, and walks over, pointing at him. 

WOMAN: I know you. I have seen you in his company. You are one of Jesus’ 

disciples. 

PETER: I don’t know what you are talking about. 

 

VOICE: He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was like 

a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not 

open his mouth. 

 

 The Young Woman can’t keep her eyes off Peter. 

 

WOMAN: You are one of His. I know you are. Sometimes you were with the 

twelve, and other times with the three. 

 

PETER: Will you leave me alone, woman. I told you, I am not who you say I am. 

 

VOICE: By oppression and judgement he was taken away. And who can speak of 

his descendants? For he was cut off from the living; for the transgression of my 

people he was stricken. He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich 

in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

WOMAN: You are lying. I know you are. You are a disciple of Jesus. (calling 

offstage) Hey, everybody, get over here. This man is one of them. 
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PETER: (firmly) Woman, I said I don’t know the man. 

The roster begins to crow. Peter hears...and remembers. He buries his hand 

in his face, exits quickly. The WOMAN and a few others follow after him. 

VOICE: With His arms stretched out on a cross, He absorbed the sins of the whole 

world. It was God's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord 

makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the 

will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. 

Matthew enters, inching closer to the other side of the stage, glancing around 

nervously, mindful of his environment. 

 

VOICE: Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the 

spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered 

with the transgressors. 
  

JOHN: (O.S.) Matthew. 

John and Mary, mother of Jesus, emerges from a dark corner of the stage. 

MATTHEW: How could this happen? 

MARY: He said it would. 

MATTHEW: That he would die, murdered like a common animal…like a thief. 

This is no death for a King. 

JOHN: His kingdom is not of this world, Matthew. 

MATTHEW: (gestures offstage) Look at Him. Our teacher, our master. We left 

everything to follow Him, and now He does nothing to save Himself from such 

cruelty. 

MARY: His path was chosen for Him, as are ours.  

MATTHEW: I am confused. 
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JOHN: Where are the others? 

MATTHEW: Hiding. Running. Like common criminals. We were not expecting 

this.  

There is a SOUND OF THUNDER and CRACK OF LIGHTNING. 

JOHN: It’s getting dark. 

MATTHEW: It’s only the fourth watch of the day.  

JOHN: We need to go. 

MARY: I will not leave my son. 

MATTHEW: He is dead, Mary. There is nothing more we can do. 

 They make their way to the exit. 

VOICE: For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

He gave His life a ransom for the world. Time before Christ will be no more. Now 

begins the year of our Lord -- Anno Domini. 

 LIGHTS FADE 
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Copyright © 2017 Cleveland O. McLeish / HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. This 

Work is protected by copyright. Purchase does not transfer ownership. 

 

Licensed Use (if purchased with performance rights or via subscription): The Licensee is 

granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to produce this play under the selected 

license terms (including performance count and organization). Internal rehearsal copying is 

permitted for cast/crew only. Recording, livestreaming, broadcast, or public online distribution is 

allowed with proper notification. 

 

Required credit: “Written by Cleveland O. McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book 

Publishing.” Visit www.christianplaywright.org to purchase full script with/without performance 

rights.  

 

Purchase / Licensing Options 

 

Option 1 — Reading Script (Print on Amazon) 

 

Reading Script (Print Book – Amazon) 

 

✓ A print copy shipped by Amazon for reading and reference. 

✓ Print book ordered and shipped through Amazon. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

Performance, adaptation, reproduction, and distribution rights are not included with this option. 

 

Option 2 — Digital Script (Reading Only) 

 

Digital Script (PDF – Reading Only) 

 

✓ A digital copy delivered by email for reading and reference. 

✓ Delivered automatically by email after purchase. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

No production, performance, adaptation, or distribution rights are included. 

 

Option 3 — Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Performances) 

 

Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Live Performances) 

 

✓ Best for churches, schools, and theatre groups ready to produce the play. 

✓ PDF script delivered by email 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization 

✓ Permission to share rehearsal copies internally with cast/crew. 

✓ Limited adaptation permission for your production (cuts/edits as needed). 

http://www.christianplaywright.org/
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✓ Recording/streaming included. 

 

Option 4 — All-Access Subscription (Monthly / Yearly) 

 

✓ All-Access Subscription (Cancel Anytime). For organizations producing multiple plays 

per year. 

✓ Access to the full script library while subscription is active. 

✓ Performance, adaptation, and internal rehearsal distribution permitted during active 

subscription. 

✓ Ongoing access to new releases added to the library. 

 

Rights remain active only while the subscription is active; access and permissions end upon 

cancellation. 

 

Option 5 — Performance Rights Upgrade (Already Own the Script) 

 

✓ Performance Rights Upgrade (For Existing Script Owners). Upgrade if you already 

purchased a reading script and now want to stage the play. 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization. 

✓ Internal rehearsal copy permission included. 

✓ Limited adaptation permission included. 

 

Proof of script ownership may be requested (Amazon order receipt or purchase confirmation). 

 

Need more than 3 performances, request a custom license @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com 

 

FAQ 

 

Licensing FAQ 

 

o Do reading scripts include performance rights? 

 

No. Reading scripts (print or digital) are for reading and reference only. 

 

o What does “Up to 3 performances” mean? 

 

You may stage the play up to three (3) times under one license for one producing organization. 

 

o Can we make rehearsal copies for cast and crew? 

 

Yes, licensed productions may share copies internally with cast/crew for rehearsal and production 

use only. 

 

o Can we edit the script for our context? 

 

Licensed productions may make reasonable cuts and minor adaptations for their specific 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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production. Publishing or distributing an adapted script is not permitted. 

 

o Can we livestream or record the performance? 

 

Yes, but please notify the publisher/playwright first. 

 

o Can we perform the play at multiple venues or campuses? 

 

Multiple venues/campuses may require an expanded license. Contact us for a custom quote. 

 

o What if we want more than 3 performances? 

 

You can purchase additional performance blocks or request an expanded license. 

 

o How do we receive the script? 

 

Digital purchases are delivered automatically by email after checkout. 

 


