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COPYRIGHT & LICENSE  

(STANDARD PERFORMANCE LICENSE – UP TO 3 PERFORMANCES) 

 

Copyright © 2017. Cleveland O. McLeish/HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. This 

play script (the “Work”) is protected by copyright laws and international copyright treaties. 

Purchase of this Work does not transfer ownership of copyright. The author/publisher 

retains all rights not expressly granted below. 

 

License Grant (Non-Exclusive; Non-Transferable) 

 

Upon purchase from christianplaywright.org, and subject to full payment, the purchaser 

(“Licensee”) is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to use the Work 

under the following terms: 

1. Permitted Use 

• Licensee may produce and present the Work in up to three (3) live 

performances during the license term. 

• Performances are authorized only for the purchasing entity [i.e. 

Organization/Church/School/Individual]. 

• License term is 24 months from the date of purchase. 

• Licensee is allowed to Record, film, livestream, broadcast, or distribute 

audio/video of performances (including online streaming and social media), 

providing the playwright/publisher is notified. 

2. Rehearsal Copy Permission (Internal Use Only) 

Licensee may reproduce and distribute copies of the Work only as needed for internal 

production use (e.g., cast, crew, director, stage manager). No copy may be sold, posted 

publicly, emailed beyond the production team, or uploaded to public/shared repositories. 

3. Adaptation Permission (Limited) 

Licensee may make reasonable cuts or minor adaptations solely for the authorized 

production (e.g., time, casting constraints, contextual references), provided that: 

• The core storyline and message are not distorted in a way that harms the 

integrity of the Work; and 

• Any adapted version may not be published, licensed to others, or performed 

beyond the scope of this license; and 

• All derivative rights remain the sole property of the author/publisher. 
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4. Prohibited Uses (Without Written Permission) 

Unless separately licensed in writing by HCP Book Publishing, Licensee may not: 

• Post any portion of the Work online (including websites, Google Drive links, 

file-sharing platforms, or social media). 

• Sell, sublicense, or distribute the script (or adapted script) to any third party. 

• Use the Work (in whole or in part) to train AI systems, upload into public AI 

datasets, or publish substantial excerpts through automated tools in a way 

that enables reconstruction of the script. 

5. Author Credit (Required) 

All programs, posters, and publicity must include the credit line: “Written by Cleveland 

O. McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book Publishing.” Website credit (optional 

but encouraged): christianplaywright.org 

6. Performance Reporting 

Within ten (10) days after the final performance, Licensee agrees to report performance 

dates and estimated attendance to info@hcpbookpublishing.com. 

7. Breach & Termination 

Any unauthorized reproduction, distribution, recording, posting, or performance 

constitutes infringement and immediately terminates this license. Upon termination, 

Licensee must cease all use and destroy/delete all copies not required to be retained by law. 

For additional performances, additional venues, or large-scale/ticketed events, contact: 

HCP Book Publishing @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com or WhatsApp 876-352-2650. 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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Scene 1 

LIGHTS UP 

 Paul, 14, and June, 13, sits on the couch, writing on separate pieces of paper. 

JUNE: I can’t believe Christmas is here already. 

PAUL: Yep, just 21 more days to do. 

JUNE: Wow. I am so excited. 

PAUL: Are you finished writing your list? 

JUNE: Yep. 

PAUL: Guess what? I only have one item on mine. 

JUNE: Really. And what might that be? 

PAUL: A Samsung Galaxy Note 10. 

JUNE: Shut up! That phone’s like a thousand dollars, bro. 

PAUL: Which is why I only have one item on my list. Besides, it’s like a phone, tablet and 

computer rolled into one. 

JUNE: Until you drop it in the toilet. 

PAUL: I never drop my phone in the toilet. 

JUNE: Anyway, you want to hear what’s on my list? 

PAUL: Not really. 

JUNE: I have a Christian Dior Miss Dior Absolutely Blooming Women's Eau de Parfum 

Spray… 
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PAUL: And I’m gonna still hear what’s on your list. 

JUNE: Some clothes…shoes…a watch….all brand names. I want to go all out for the new 

year. A new June Baxter. 

PAUL: Yes, yes, all gurly stuff. 

JUNE: This Christmas is going to be sooo awesome. 

PAUL: You can say that again. 

JUNE: This Christmas is going to be sooo awesome. 

PAUL: I didn’t mean that literally. 

SANDRA, 38, and ALPHANSO, 13, enters, hauling two carry-on bags behind them. 

SANDRA: Hello, there. 

PAUL & JUNE: Hi, Auntie Sandra. 

SANDRA: How are you guys doing? 

JUNE: We are well. 

PAUL: Just preparing our Christmas list for mom and dad. 

SANDRA: Are they here? 

PAUL: They are somewhere around the back. I can go get them. 

JUNE: Me too. 

 Paul and June heads for the exit. 

 Alphanso glances at his mother. 

SANDRA: Fine, go. I know you’ll heading up for the tree house anyway. 
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 All three Children race through the exit. 

Sandra pulls the bags aside, and plops down on the couch. She takes out her cell 

phone and scans through it. She sighs deeply. 

CHARLIE, 35, and KARMEN, 33, enters, holding the sheet of paper from their kids. 

CHARLIE: Baby, are you seeing what Paul wants for Christmas? 

KARMEN: You need to see June’s list. My God! 

CHARLIE: What on earth is going through these kids’ minds? 

SANDRA: Hi, guys. 

 Sandra stands long enough to hug them both. 

CHARLIE: You look tired, sis. 

SANDRA: The UBER driver took a while to show up. 

CHARLIE: I told you we would pick you guys up, but you insist on having your own way. 

SANDRA: I needed a moment without having to explain… 

KARMEN: Where is Brian? 

SANDRA: …where my husband is. 

 Charlie and Karmen glance at each other. 

CHARLIE: Did he die? 

SANDRA: I hope not. 

CHARLIE: So where is he? 

SANDRA: I don’t know. 
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CHARLIE: You don’t know where your husband is? 

SANDRA: Yes, Charlie, that’s what I said. I do not know where Brian is. 

CHARLIE: Here we go again.  

 All three adults sigh deeply. 

SANDRA: (plops down on the couch) I don’t even know what to tell Alphanso. How do 

you explain to a child that his father just up and left? 

CHARLIE: Would the rapture theory be convincing enough? 

 Sandra laughs. 

SANDRA: Seriously. Brian is not a very likely candidate for the rapture anyway. Jesus 

means nothing to him. 

CHARLIE: Well, we all have problems. How are we going to tell our children that the 

budget for Christmas gifts is $200 and not $2000? 

KARMEN: When did our kids lose focus of what Christmas is all about? 

CHARLIE: Maybe we are to blame. We encourage this gift writing thing from they were 

toddlers. It’s just that it has evolved beyond our budgetary means. 

SANDRA: The world is changing. 

CHARLIE: Fast. Just trying to keep up with the monthly bills, school related expenses, 

work and home related expenses is sooo overwhelming. But we can’t even let them know 

how financially stressed we are, or they will start thinking they are a burden to us. 

KARMEN: We need a plan. 

CHARLIE: What we need to do is reteach them what the real meaning of Christmas is, 

without devaluing them. Christmas is so much more than gifts and getting stuff and binging 

on fast food. 
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SANDRA: Good luck teaching them that. 

CHARLIE: It almost feels like what is written on these pieces of paper is more important 

to them than we are. 

SANDRA: Well, then, maybe if we disappeared, they would see what is important. 

KARMEN: We can’t just disappear. 

CHARLIE: Why not? Pastor has been preaching a lot about the rapture lately. I think we 

are all expecting it to happen one day. Why not on Christmas Day? 

 Pause. 

KARMEN: Yes, but no man knows the day nor the hour. 

SANDRA: I wouldn’t mind disappearing for a while myself.  

CHARLIE: So, let’s disappear. 

KARMEN: What are you suggesting? 

CHARLIE: Let’s get raptured on Christmas Eve…or Christmas Day. Disappear for a few 

hours, so our kids know what it feels like to be without us for a little while. 

KARMEN: You think maybe you need to discuss this with Jesus first. 

CHARLIE: It won’t be a real rapture. 

KARMEN: You are suggesting that we fake a rapture? 

CHARLIE: The alternative is finding $2000 to buy these gifts. 

KARMEN: Yes, but our integrity would be compromised. That’s the same as lying. 

CHARLIE: We just want the kids to think that we are not here. It’s not like we will be 

gone for real. 
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 Pause. 

SANDRA: I like the idea. 

KARMEN: It’s a stupid idea. 

CHARLIE: I think we need to start sensitizing our children that this could be the last 

Christmas. We should be living each day as if it’s the last anyway. If they don’t learn this 

lesson now, next year is going to be a lot worse. 

SANDRA: The Last Christmas! It has a nice ring to it. 

CHARLIE: We are the adults. It is our responsibility to teach our children what is 

important. 

SANDRA: Do you think this is what Brian is doing? Disappearing to teach us a lesson? 

Maybe I have been taking him for granted and not know. Oh, what have I done. 

 Karmen rests her hands on his shoulder. 

KARMEN: It’s not your fault he left. 

CHARLIE: I will try giving him a call. 

KARMEN: We are happy to have you with us for the Christmas my favourite sister-in-

law. 

SANDRA: I am your only sister-in-law. 

 They hug. 

 LIGHTS FADE
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Scene 2 

LIGHTS UP 

 Paul and June are seated on the couch. 

 Charlie stands over them like a disciplinarian. 

 Karmen is seated on the small couch, looking on with amusement. 

CHARLIE: (waving the Christmas list) Guys, I know every Christmas you look forward 

to us fulfilling our obligation as parents by purchasing your desired gifts, but we are 

concerned that you think this is all Christmas is about. 

 A beat. 

PAUL: Are you guys filing for bankruptcy? 

CHARLIE: What? 

PAUL: You guys are broke? 

CHARLIE: I didn’t say that. 

JUNE: They are definitely broke. 

KARMEN: Your father didn’t say that. 

CHARLIE: Where’s your Aunt Sandy by the way? 

PAUL: Still sleeping. 

JUNE: She was up late last night, crying. 

CHARLIE: How do you know that? Her room is all the way down the hall. 

PAUL: She was eavesdropping. 
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JUNE: Was not. 

PAUL: You walked all the way down to her room and leaned your ear against the door. 

JUNE: I was checking on them. To make sure they were okay. 

KARMEN: It’s called eavesdropping, honey. 

 June folds her arms and leans back on the couch in defeat. 

JUNE: Fine. What’s going on with her anyway?  

PAUL: Yeah, where’s Uncle Brian? Wasn’t he supposed to be here too? 

JUNE: Alphanso is really upset that he’s not here. 

CHARLIE: We are straying from the point. 

PAUL: Oh yes, you were saying you guys are broke and can’t afford our gifts. 

CHARLIE: (sighs) What is Christmas really about for you guys? 

 Pause. 

PAUL: It is what it is, dad. If you can’t buy our gifts, we totally understand. 

JUNE: Yeah, most parents can’t afford their kids these days anyway. 

PAUL: If you could put one of us back, which one would it be? 

CHARLIE: We are not going down that road. 

PAUL: We can just have a nice, giftless Christmas like most other people in this 

neighborhood who can’t afford their kids. 

CHARLIE: Ok, stop. The point is, we want Christmas to be more than just gifts. 

KARMEN: Expensive gifts. 
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JUNE: You are the ones who always ask us what we want for Christmas. 

PAUL: Yeah, dad. You both started this whole thing. So don’t turn it back on us. 

JUNE: We are just following the tradition you guys established. 

 Pause. 

CHARLIE: Ok, so let’s modify the tradition a bit. What if this was our last Christmas on 

earth? What would you do? 

JUNE: Oh no, you have a terminal illness. Is it cancer? 

KARMEN: No (laughing) we don’t have a terminal illness. 

CHARLIE: Just trying to put things into perspective. 

PAUL: Why would it be the last Christmas?  

JUNE: He’s talking about the rapture. 

PAUL: But pastor said nobody knows when it will happen. 

CHARLIE: What if it happens on Christmas Day? 

PAUL: Before or after we open our gifts? 

CHARLIE: Does it matter? 

PAUL: Duh, yeah. I would want to get a chance to hold the Samsung Note 10 at least one 

time before this earth is consumed. 

 Pause. 

 Karmen is amused. 

CHARLIE: Well, you guys haven’t fully surrendered your life to Jesus, so your mom and 

I would be gone, and you would be left behind. How would that make you feel? 
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 A beat. 

PAUL: The thought is rather tempting. 

JUNE: Very. 

CHARLIE: What? 

KARMEN: They don’t mean that, love. 

CHARLIE: So, seriously, if this was our last Christmas, how would you want to spend it? 

 A beat. 

PAUL: We like what we do now. 

JUNE: We don’t want anything to change. 

 A beat. 

CHARLIE: Alright. Noted. 

KARMEN: I’m gonna go check on Sandy. See if they are okay. 

 Karmen exits. 

CHARLIE: I’m unpacking the Christmas Tree today. It’s time we get it up. Which one of 

you guys wanna help? 

 Paul and June immediately get preoccupied with their phones. 

CHARLIE: Don’t all volunteer at once. 

 A beat. 

 Charlie shakes his head and exits. 

PAUL: They are broke. 
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JUNE: They are both working so that’s not possible. 

PAUL: They want to spend less on gifts this year. Maybe we should modify our lists. 

JUNE: You mean, remove some items? 

PAUL: Yea. 

JUNE: You only have one item on your list, so you are talking about my list. 

PAUL: Yea. 

JUNE: Your one item cost the same as all my other items. 

PAUL: But I only have one item. 

JUNE: How about you change your item to something cheaper and then we can have this 

conversation again. 

 June gets up and exits, annoyed. 

 LIGHTS OUT
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Copyright © 2017 Cleveland O. McLeish / HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. This 

Work is protected by copyright. Purchase does not transfer ownership. 

 

Licensed Use (if purchased with performance rights or via subscription): The Licensee is 

granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to produce this play under the selected 

license terms (including performance count and organization). Internal rehearsal copying is 

permitted for cast/crew only. Recording, livestreaming, broadcast, or public online distribution is 

allowed with proper notification. 

 

Required credit: “Written by Cleveland O. McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book 

Publishing.” Visit www.christianplaywright.org to purchase full script with/without performance 

rights.  

 

Purchase / Licensing Options 

 

Option 1 — Reading Script (Print on Amazon) 

 

Reading Script (Print Book – Amazon) 

 

✓ A print copy shipped by Amazon for reading and reference. 

✓ Print book ordered and shipped through Amazon. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

Performance, adaptation, reproduction, and distribution rights are not included with this option. 

 

Option 2 — Digital Script (Reading Only) 

 

Digital Script (PDF – Reading Only) 

 

✓ A digital copy delivered by email for reading and reference. 

✓ Delivered automatically by email after purchase. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

No production, performance, adaptation, or distribution rights are included. 

 

Option 3 — Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Performances) 

 

Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Live Performances) 

 

✓ Best for churches, schools, and theatre groups ready to produce the play. 

✓ PDF script delivered by email 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization 

✓ Permission to share rehearsal copies internally with cast/crew. 

http://www.christianplaywright.org/
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✓ Limited adaptation permission for your production (cuts/edits as needed). 

✓ Recording/streaming included. 

 

Option 4 — All-Access Subscription (Monthly / Yearly) 

 

✓ All-Access Subscription (Cancel Anytime). For organizations producing multiple plays 

per year. 

✓ Access to the full script library while subscription is active. 

✓ Performance, adaptation, and internal rehearsal distribution permitted during active 

subscription. 

✓ Ongoing access to new releases added to the library. 

 

Rights remain active only while the subscription is active; access and permissions end upon 

cancellation. 

 

Option 5 — Performance Rights Upgrade (Already Own the Script) 

 

✓ Performance Rights Upgrade (For Existing Script Owners). Upgrade if you already 

purchased a reading script and now want to stage the play. 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization. 

✓ Internal rehearsal copy permission included. 

✓ Limited adaptation permission included. 

 

Proof of script ownership may be requested (Amazon order receipt or purchase confirmation). 

 

Need more than 3 performances, request a custom license @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com 

 

FAQ 

 

Licensing FAQ 

 

o Do reading scripts include performance rights? 

 

No. Reading scripts (print or digital) are for reading and reference only. 

 

o What does “Up to 3 performances” mean? 

 

You may stage the play up to three (3) times under one license for one producing organization. 

 

o Can we make rehearsal copies for cast and crew? 

 

Yes, licensed productions may share copies internally with cast/crew for rehearsal and production 

use only. 

 

o Can we edit the script for our context? 

 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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Licensed productions may make reasonable cuts and minor adaptations for their specific 

production. Publishing or distributing an adapted script is not permitted. 

 

o Can we livestream or record the performance? 

 

Yes, but please notify the publisher/playwright first. 

 

o Can we perform the play at multiple venues or campuses? 

 

Multiple venues/campuses may require an expanded license. Contact us for a custom quote. 

 

o What if we want more than 3 performances? 

 

You can purchase additional performance blocks or request an expanded license. 

 

o How do we receive the script? 

 

Digital purchases are delivered automatically by email after checkout. 

. 


