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ACT1- SCENE I

LIGHTS UP

(Maurice and Nikki's living room. The room is small and intimate. The furniture
clean, but well worn. A couch sits in the middle of the room. A worn, yet
comfortable looking recliner sits angled on one side of the couch; an armchair on
the other side. A small, table-top Christmas tree sits on a banged up coffee table.
A small fireplace is along the back wall. Four stockings hang on the mantelpiece.)

(GRANDMA, dressed in a nice pair of pajamas, with a warm robe and slippers on,
is reclined in the recliner with a cozy looking throw blanket on top of her. She
watches as KENDRA, her daughter, hangs tiny ornaments on their small
Christmas tree.)

GRANDMA: (Pointing at a spot on the tree.) Right there's a bare spot, Kendra.
KENDRA: Where?
GRANDMA: To your left.
KENDRA: (Finds the spots. Hangs an ornament.) Nobody would have seen it, Mom.
GRANDMA: But I'd know. And it'd bug me. It's my OPD.
KENDRA: OPD? What in the world is that?
GRANDMA: Ornament Placement Disorder.
(KENDRA laughs.)
GRANDMA: It's a very serious disorder, Kendra. You shouldn't laugh.

KENDRA: Sure it is. You're gonna drive your only daughter up the wall with it. Where'd
you come up with that anyway?

GRANDMA: | found it on the Facebook.

(They laugh. NIKKI and MAURICE enter, dressed up. MAURICE wears a pair of
dress pants with a button up dress shirt. NIKKI wears a green dress. She's fussing
with her hair.)



MAURICE: What's so funny?
KENDRA: Oh your Grandma's been getting all sorts of ideas from Facebook.

MAURICE: Oh no, Grandma's on the Interwebs. That means it's not cool anymore, you
know.

GRANDMA: Are you saying I'm not cool?

(They all laugh, except for NIKKI, who is still fussing with her hair.)
NIKKI: You sure it looks fine?
MAURICE: Your hair looks fine, Sis. I don't know why you're so worried about it.

NIKKI: I don't know. I guess I thought if my hair looked good I'd feel better about
going.

GRANDMA: Your hair looks lovely, Nikki.
NIKKI: Thanks, Grandma. How are you feeling today?
GRANDMA: Well, I woke up to a brand new day, thanks to God. So, I'm feeling great.

NIKKI: You're always so positive, Grandma. I wish I could be like you. (To KENDRA)
Mom, can I borrow your pearl necklace? I think it'd look great with this dress.

KENDRA: If you promise not to lose it like you did my earrings.
NIKKI: I promise.

KENDRA: Still don't know how you managed that.

NIKKI: It's my special talent, I guess. Is it in your room?

KENDRA: Yep. In the jewelry box. Bring it here, and I'll fasten it good and tight for
you.

(NIKKI leaves the room. MAURICE goes over to GRANDMA.)
MAURICE: Have you heard anything from the doctors yet, Grandma?
GRANDMA: Not yet, Maurice.

(NIKKI enters, carrying a necklace. KENDRA helps her put it on.)



MAURICE: I hate that they take forever with these test results.

GRANDMA: Ain't nothing we can do about it, honey. Other than pray. We'll get
answers when God sees fit to give them.

NIKKI: Are you sure you're alright with us going out?
KENDRA: Yes. We're sure.
MAURICE: It doesn't seem right. Not with you being so sick, Grandma.

NIKKI: Yeah. I'm not really in the celebrating mood this year. Cancer sucks. And this is
going to be the worst Christmas ever.

GRANDMA: Don't say that. It's Christmas time. You should celebrate.

MAURICE: Why? What good is it?

GRANDMA: Because Jesus was born. That's always worth celebrating.
(MAURICE and KENDRA exchange doubtful looks with one another.)

KENDRA: One day you two will see it. And you'll be celebrating too.

MAURICE: I don't know how either one of you can feel like celebrating.

NIKKI: Aren't you sad? Or worried? Or anything?

KENDRA: Kids, all we can do is trust in God and pray.

MAURICE: I don't know how you do that when everything's been so bad lately.

SONG 1: TRUST IN THE LORD (Kendra Sings)

NIKKI: That's nice and everything, but it sure isn't easy.

MAURICE: No. It isn't.

KENDRA: You'll understand someday.

GRANDMA: Now go on to your party.

(NIKKI and MAURICE look as if they are going to protest. But GRANDMA gives
them a look that they dare not argue with. They go to her, give her kisses goodbye,
then hug KENDRA goodbye. They exit.)



KENDRA: I pray to God every day that they'll get it someday.

GRANDMA: Me too. And it will happen someday, Kendra. They just gotta figure it out
on their own. It will happen in God's time.

LIGHTS OUT



ACT1- SCENE 2

(School classroom. The desks have been taken out to make room for the party. A
whiteboard is on the back wall. Festive Christmas drawings are on it. A large
Christmas tree is at upstage center, partially decorated. There is table to the side
loaded with party refreshments.)

(Christmas music plays lightly in the background as the lights come up. MR.
STEVENS, MR. ALLEN, MR. JOHNSON and MRS. WILLIAMS are busy
decorating the room for the party.)

MR. STEVENS: I wonder where Nikki and Maurice are?
MR. ALLEN: Yes. I thought they were going to be here to help us decorate.
MR. JOHNSON: I'm sure they'll be here soon.

MRS. WILLIAMS: They are going through a lot right now. With their grandma's cancer
diagnosis and everything.

MR. STEVENS: They've taken it pretty hard.
MR. JOHNSON: Well, we'll just have to do what we can to cheer them up.

MRS. WILLIAMS: I'm really starting to get concerned about them. I've noticed such a
change since their grandmother fell ill.

MR. ALLEN: So have I. They don't seem to care about anything.
(MAURICE and NIKKI enter.)

MR. STEVENS: There they are.

MAURICE: Sorry we're late. Nikki takes forever to get ready.

NIKKI: (Rolls her eyes.) And you drive like an old grandpa.

MR. ALLEN: Well, the decorations are in these boxes here. Better get to it. The party
will be starting soon, and this room isn't going to decorate itself.

(NIKKI and MAURICE begin helping to decorate.)



MRS. WILLIAMS: How is your grandmother doing?

MAURICE: About the same.

NIKKI: We're waiting for some test results to come back, Mrs. Williams.

MAURICE: And then the doctors will figure out what they are going to do.
(The kids fall quiet.)

MR. JOHNSON: We're keeping all of you in our prayers.

NIKKI: Thanks, Mr. Johnson. I guess.

MAURICE: But what if those prayers don't work? They aren't like magic wishes, you
know.

MR. STEVENS: No, they aren't. But you know what? God will always work things out
the way He's going to work things out.

NIKKI: I just don't understand how all of you people keep faith in that.
MAURICE: Me either.

MR. STEVENS: Well, it’s because God does everything for us. Everything is under His
control. Everything. And if we have faith, He'll see us through anything.

SONG 2: MADE A WAY (Mr. Stevens Sings)

MAURICE: I'm glad you've got that kind of faith, Mr. Stevens. Maybe someday I can
have that. But I don't know. It's a lot to ask for.

LIGHTS OUT

10



Copyright © 2017 Cleveland O. McLeish / HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. This
Work is protected by copyright. Purchase does not transfer ownership.

Licensed Use (if purchased with performance rights or via subscription): The Licensee is
granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to produce this play under the selected
license terms (including performance count and organization). Internal rehearsal copying is
permitted for cast/crew only. Recording, livestreaming, broadcast, or public online distribution is
allowed with proper notification.

Required credit: “Written by Cleveland O. McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book
Publishing.” Visit www.christianplaywright.org to purchase full script with/without
performance rights.

Purchase / Licensing Options

Option 1 — Reading Script (Print on Amazon)

Reading Script (Print Book — Amazon)
v A print copy shipped by Amazon for reading and reference.
v" Print book ordered and shipped through Amazon.
v" Ideal for personal reading, study, or review.
v No performance rights included.

Performance, adaptation, reproduction, and distribution rights are not included with this option.

Option 2 — Digital Script (Reading Only)

Digital Script (PDF — Reading Only)
v A digital copy delivered by email for reading and reference.
v" Delivered automatically by email after purchase.
v' Ideal for personal reading, study, or review.
v" No performance rights included.

No production, performance, adaptation, or distribution rights are included.

Option 3 — Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Performances)

Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Live Performances)

Best for churches, schools, and theatre groups ready to produce the play.
PDF script delivered by email

Up to three (3) live performances for one organization

Permission to share rehearsal copies internally with cast/crew.

Limited adaptation permission for your production (cuts/edits as needed).
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v Recording/streaming included.

Option 4 — All-Access Subscription (Monthly / Yearly)

v All-Access Subscription (Cancel Anytime). For organizations producing multiple plays
per year.

v’ Access to the full script library while subscription is active.

v’ Performance, adaptation, and internal rehearsal distribution permitted during active
subscription.

v" Ongoing access to new releases added to the library.

Rights remain active only while the subscription is active,; access and permissions end upon
cancellation.

Option 5 — Performance Rights Upgrade (Already Own the Script)

v' Performance Rights Upgrade (For Existing Script Owners). Upgrade if you already
purchased a reading script and now want to stage the play.

Up to three (3) live performances for one organization.

Internal rehearsal copy permission included.

Limited adaptation permission included.
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Proof of script ownership may be requested (Amazon order receipt or purchase confirmation).

Need more than 3 performances, request a custom license @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com

FAQ
Licensing FAQ
o Do reading scripts include performance rights?
No. Reading scripts (print or digital) are for reading and reference only.
o  What does “Up to 3 performances” mean?
You may stage the play up to three (3) times under one license for one producing organization.
o Can we make rehearsal copies for cast and crew?

Yes, licensed productions may share copies internally with cast/crew for rehearsal and
production use only.

o Can we edit the script for our context?
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Licensed productions may make reasonable cuts and minor adaptations for their specific
production. Publishing or distributing an adapted script is not permitted.

o Can we livestream or record the performance?
Yes, but please notify the publisher/playwright first.
o Can we perform the play at multiple venues or campuses?
Multiple venues/campuses may require an expanded license. Contact us for a custom quote.
o  What if we want more than 3 performances?
You can purchase additional performance blocks or request an expanded license.
o How do we receive the script?

Digital purchases are delivered automatically by email after checkout.
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