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COPYRIGHT & LICENSE  

(STANDARD PERFORMANCE LICENSE – UP TO 3 PERFORMANCES) 

Copyright © 2017. Cleveland O. McLeish/HCP Book Publishing. All rights 

reserved. This play script (the “Work”) is protected by copyright laws and 

international copyright treaties. Purchase of this Work does not transfer ownership 

of copyright. The author/publisher retains all rights not expressly granted below. 

License Grant (Non-Exclusive; Non-Transferable) 

 

Upon purchase from christianplaywright.org, and subject to full payment, the purchaser 

(“Licensee”) is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to use the Work 

under the following terms: 

1. Permitted Use 

• Licensee may produce and present the Work in up to three (3) live 

performances during the license term. 

• Performances are authorized only for the purchasing entity [i.e. 

Organization/Church/School/Individual]. 

• License term is 24 months from the date of purchase. 

• Licensee is allowed to Record, film, livestream, broadcast, or 

distribute audio/video of performances (including online streaming 

and social media), providing the playwright/publisher is notified. 

2. Rehearsal Copy Permission (Internal Use Only) 

Licensee may reproduce and distribute copies of the Work only as needed for 

internal production use (e.g., cast, crew, director, stage manager). No copy may 

be sold, posted publicly, emailed beyond the production team, or uploaded to 

public/shared repositories. 

3. Adaptation Permission (Limited) 

Licensee may make reasonable cuts or minor adaptations solely for the 

authorized production (e.g., time, casting constraints, contextual references), 

provided that: 
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• The core storyline and message are not distorted in a way that harms 

the integrity of the Work; and 

• Any adapted version may not be published, licensed to others, or 

performed beyond the scope of this license; and 

• All derivative rights remain the sole property of the author/publisher. 

4. Prohibited Uses (Without Written Permission) 

Unless separately licensed in writing by HCP Book Publishing, Licensee may not: 

• Post any portion of the Work online (including websites, Google 

Drive links, file-sharing platforms, or social media). 

• Sell, sublicense, or distribute the script (or adapted script) to any third 

party. 

• Use the Work (in whole or in part) to train AI systems, upload into 

public AI datasets, or publish substantial excerpts through automated 

tools in a way that enables reconstruction of the script. 

5. Author Credit (Required) 

All programs, posters, and publicity must include the credit line: “Written by 

Cleveland O. McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book Publishing.” Website 

credit (optional but encouraged): christianplaywright.org 

6. Performance Reporting 

Within ten (10) days after the final performance, Licensee agrees to report 

performance dates and estimated attendance to info@hcpbookpublishing.com. 

7. Breach & Termination 

Any unauthorized reproduction, distribution, recording, posting, or performance 

constitutes infringement and immediately terminates this license. Upon 

termination, Licensee must cease all use and destroy/delete all copies not required 

to be retained by law. 

For additional performances, additional venues, or large-scale/ticketed events, 

contact: HCP Book Publishing @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com or WhatsApp 

876-352-2650. 

 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com


 

 
4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample Script 



 

 
5 

Setting: Empty Stage. There can be a few palm trees around. 

 

LIGHTS UP 

 

JESUS is standing CS, his head bowed, his hands bound with pieces of 

chord. He lifts his head for only a moment and stares at the audience. 

Then bows his head again. 

 

VOICES (Male & Female): It is better that one man die for the people! 

Crucify him! If you release him, you are no friend of Caesars. Crucify him. 

Release Barabbas. Give us Barabbas. Let his blood be on us, and on our 

children. We want him dead. He is nothing but trouble. Blasphemer — calls 

himself God. Can a man be equal to God?! Imposter. Counterfeit. The world 

is better off without him. Crucify him. 

 

 Long pause —  the voices decrease until there is just silence. 

 

VOICE: The virgin will conceive and bear a son, and they will call him 

‘Immanuel.’ 

  

MARY enters holding a young child wrapped in swaddling clothes. She 

is rocking the baby in her arms, singing a sweet lullaby as she crosses 

the stage in front of Jesus. This is like a scene replaying from his past. 

 

 Jesus glances up, looks at Mary, and smiles. 

 

JESUS: (whispers) Mother! 

 

 Mary continues to stroll across the stage, gleefully, and exits. 

 

VOICE: And you, Beit-Lechem in the land of Y’hudah, are by no means the 

least among the rulers of Y’hudah: for from you will come a Ruler who will 

shepherd my people Isra’el. 
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A MAN enters, walks up to Jesus, and looks at him from head to toe 

with disdain. 

 

MAN: Can anything good come from Nazareth? (pauses as if waiting for an 

answer) I say no. 

 

 Man spits at Jesus. 

 

MAN: We know who you are —  son of a mere carpenter. What gives you 

the right to try and elevate yourself as being equal with God. You are 

nothing! 

 

 Man scoffs at Jesus and exits. 

 

 Slight pause. 

 

VOICE: Out of Egypt, I called my son. 

 

 JOSEPH and MARY enter carrying their YOUNG CHILD. 

 

JOSEPH: Hurry, Mary. We must move with a sense of urgency. The Angel 

spared no words in instructing us to leave this place. 

 

MARY: Why can’t we go back home? Herod is dead. 

 

JOSEPH: His son has taken his place. Is a son any different from his father? 

 

MARY: But Egypt? 

 

JOSEPH: I know this is right, Mary. I feel the same peace I felt when the 

angel told me to take you as my wife. 

 

 Pause. 
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MARY: I will follow you, dear husband, my priest. 

 

 They quickly exit. 

 

 Slight pause. 

 

VOICE: A voice was heard in Ramah, sobbing and lamenting loudly. It was 

Rachel sobbing for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they 

are no longer alive. 

 

SOUNDS of loud wailing can be heard, MOTHERS and FATHERS crying 

—  Shuffling, Swords swiping, cutting flesh, destroying lives —  feet 

marching —  a  

massacre of epic proportions. 

 

Then silence. 

 

VOICE: The voice of someone crying out in the dessert, prepare the way of 

Adonai! Make straight paths for him. 

 

JOHN enters wearing a robe of camel’s hair. He looks disheveled, but 

strong. He points at Jesus with both hands, excitedly. 

 

JOHN: (as if speaking to the Audience) This is Him. The One I told you 

about. He is greater than me. I am not even worthy to tie the sandals on his 

feet. He has come to take away the sins of the whole world. (to Audience) 

Follow him, not me. I must become less, He must increase. 

 

John nods a matter of factly, bows at Jesus' feet, adjusts the lace on 

his sandals, and then leaves.  

 

Slight pause. 
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Satan enters, walks menacingly around Jesus with a smirk on his face. 

He holds a rock to Jesus’ face. 

 

SATAN: If you are the Son of God, order these stones to become bread. 

 

JESUS: (glares at him, weakly) It is written, man does not live on bread 

alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of Adonai. 

 

Satan sneers, slides to the other side of Jesus, pushes Jesus to the 

edge of the stage, and points out over the audience. 

 

SATAN: If you are the Son of God, jump, for it is written, He will order his 

angels to be responsible for you. They will support you with their hands, so 

that you will not hurt your feet on stones. 

 

JESUS: (gaining strength) It is also written, do not put Adonai your God to 

the test. 

 

 Satan’s anger boils. He slides behind Jesus, points to the vast space 

before them. 

 

SATAN: All this I will give you if you will bow down and worship me. 

 

JESUS: Away with you Satan, for it is written, worship Adonai your God, and 

serve Him only. 

 

There is a loud crack of thunder. Satan shivers and quickly makes his 

way through the exit. 

 

SATAN: (O.S.) I will be back. 

 

 Slight pause. 
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TWO ANGELS appear and gently tap Jesus’ shoulder in support and 

comfort. 

 

ANOTHER ANGEL walks forward, unrolling a scroll that he/she reads 

from. 

 

ANGEL: Land of Z’vulun and land of Naftali, toward the lake, beyond the 

Yarden, Galil-of-the-Goyim – the people living in darkness have seen a great 

light; upon those living in the region, in the shadow of death, light has 

dawned. 

 

 The Angels bow to Jesus and exit. Jesus smiles. 

 

Several people with various illnesses appear onstage and crawl 

towards Jesus, touching the hem of his garments. The moment they 

touch his garment, a surge of strength enters their body causing them 

to stand up straight, dancing and running around Jesus with 

excitement. They kiss his hands and leave. 

 

Slight Pause. 

 

A SOLDIER comes on and strips Jesus of His outer garments. He 

presses down on his shoulder, and Jesus falls to his knees. 

 

ANOTHER SOLDIER appears and hands the first soldier a WHIP. They 

both take turns to whip Jesus on his back. 

 

VOICE: He himself took our weaknesses and bore our diseases. 

 

They continue to beat him. The loud cries of women wailing in the 

background can be heard. 
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Copyright © 2017 Cleveland O. McLeish / HCP Book Publishing. All rights 

reserved. This Work is protected by copyright. Purchase does not transfer ownership. 

Licensed Use (if purchased with performance rights or via subscription): The 

Licensee is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to produce this play 

under the selected license terms (including performance count and organization). Internal 

rehearsal copying is permitted for cast/crew only. Recording, livestreaming, broadcast, or 

public online distribution is allowed with proper notification. 

Required credit: “Written by Cleveland O. McLeish. Used by permission of HCP 

Book Publishing.” Visit www.christianplaywright.org to purchase full script 

with/without performance rights.  

 

Purchase / Licensing Options 

 

Option 1 — Reading Script (Print on Amazon) 

 

Reading Script (Print Book – Amazon) 

 

✓ A print copy shipped by Amazon for reading and reference. 

✓ Print book ordered and shipped through Amazon. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

Performance, adaptation, reproduction, and distribution rights are not included with this 

option. 

 

Option 2 — Digital Script (Reading Only) 

 

Digital Script (PDF – Reading Only) 

 

✓ A digital copy delivered by email for reading and reference. 

✓ Delivered automatically by email after purchase. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

No production, performance, adaptation, or distribution rights are included. 

 

Option 3 — Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Performances) 

 

Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Live Performances) 

 

✓ Best for churches, schools, and theatre groups ready to produce the play. 

✓ PDF script delivered by email 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization 

✓ Permission to share rehearsal copies internally with cast/crew. 

✓ Limited adaptation permission for your production (cuts/edits as needed). 

http://www.christianplaywright.org/
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✓ Recording/streaming included. 

 

Option 4 — All-Access Subscription (Monthly / Yearly) 

 

✓ All-Access Subscription (Cancel Anytime). For organizations producing multiple 

plays per year. 

✓ Access to the full script library while subscription is active. 

✓ Performance, adaptation, and internal rehearsal distribution permitted during 

active subscription. 

✓ Ongoing access to new releases added to the library. 

 

Rights remain active only while the subscription is active; access and permissions end 

upon cancellation. 

 

Option 5 — Performance Rights Upgrade (Already Own the Script) 

 

✓ Performance Rights Upgrade (For Existing Script Owners). Upgrade if you 

already purchased a reading script and now want to stage the play. 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization. 

✓ Internal rehearsal copy permission included. 

✓ Limited adaptation permission included. 

 

Proof of script ownership may be requested (Amazon order receipt or purchase 

confirmation). 

 

Need more than 3 performances, request a custom license @ 

info@hcpbookpublishing.com 

 

FAQ 

 

Licensing FAQ 

 

o Do reading scripts include performance rights? 

 

No. Reading scripts (print or digital) are for reading and reference only. 

 

o What does “Up to 3 performances” mean? 

 

You may stage the play up to three (3) times under one license for one producing 

organization. 

 

o Can we make rehearsal copies for cast and crew? 

 

Yes, licensed productions may share copies internally with cast/crew for rehearsal and 

production use only. 

 

o Can we edit the script for our context? 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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Licensed productions may make reasonable cuts and minor adaptations for their specific 

production. Publishing or distributing an adapted script is not permitted. 

 

o Can we livestream or record the performance? 

 

Yes, but please notify the publisher/playwright first. 

 

o Can we perform the play at multiple venues or campuses? 

 

Multiple venues/campuses may require an expanded license. Contact us for a custom 

quote. 

 

o What if we want more than 3 performances? 

 

You can purchase additional performance blocks or request an expanded license. 

 

o How do we receive the script? 

 

Digital purchases are delivered automatically by email after checkout. 

 


