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COPYRIGHT & LICENSE  

(STANDARD PERFORMANCE LICENSE – UP TO 3 PERFORMANCES) 

Copyright © 2017. Cleveland O. McLeish/HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. This play 

script (the “Work”) is protected by copyright laws and international copyright treaties. Purchase 

of this Work does not transfer ownership of copyright. The author/publisher retains all rights not 

expressly granted below. 

License Grant (Non-Exclusive; Non-Transferable) 

 

Upon purchase from christianplaywright.org, and subject to full payment, the purchaser 

(“Licensee”) is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to use the Work 

under the following terms: 

1. Permitted Use 

• Licensee may produce and present the Work in up to three (3) live 

performances during the license term. 

• Performances are authorized only for the purchasing entity [i.e. 

Organization/Church/School/Individual]. 

• License term is 24 months from the date of purchase. 

• Licensee is allowed to Record, film, livestream, broadcast, or distribute 

audio/video of performances (including online streaming and social media), 

providing the playwright/publisher is notified. 

2. Rehearsal Copy Permission (Internal Use Only) 

Licensee may reproduce and distribute copies of the Work only as needed for internal 

production use (e.g., cast, crew, director, stage manager). No copy may be sold, posted publicly, 

emailed beyond the production team, or uploaded to public/shared repositories. 

3. Adaptation Permission (Limited) 

Licensee may make reasonable cuts or minor adaptations solely for the authorized production 

(e.g., time, casting constraints, contextual references), provided that: 

• The core storyline and message are not distorted in a way that harms the integrity 

of the Work; and 

• Any adapted version may not be published, licensed to others, or performed 

beyond the scope of this license; and 

• All derivative rights remain the sole property of the author/publisher. 

4. Prohibited Uses (Without Written Permission) 
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Unless separately licensed in writing by HCP Book Publishing, Licensee may not: 

• Post any portion of the Work online (including websites, Google Drive links, file-

sharing platforms, or social media). 

• Sell, sublicense, or distribute the script (or adapted script) to any third party. 

• Use the Work (in whole or in part) to train AI systems, upload into public AI 

datasets, or publish substantial excerpts through automated tools in a way that 

enables reconstruction of the script. 

5. Author Credit (Required) 

All programs, posters, and publicity must include the credit line: “Written by Cleveland O. 

McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book Publishing.” Website credit (optional but 

encouraged): christianplaywright.org 

6. Performance Reporting 

Within ten (10) days after the final performance, Licensee agrees to report performance dates 

and estimated attendance to info@hcpbookpublishing.com. 

7. Breach & Termination 

Any unauthorized reproduction, distribution, recording, posting, or performance constitutes 

infringement and immediately terminates this license. Upon termination, Licensee must cease all 

use and destroy/delete all copies not required to be retained by law. 

For additional performances, additional venues, or large-scale/ticketed events, contact: HCP 

Book Publishing @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com or WhatsApp 876-352-2650. 

 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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Scene 1 
 

LIGHTS UP 

 

A scribe and his apprentice son are hurrying across the stage on their way 

to work. They are dressed in the manner befitting their job (tunic, head 

covering and sandals). They are traveling to work early in the morning when 

they see a small crowd walking on the street, surrounded by guards. 

 

Father: Have you brought with you the calligrapher’s pens? 

 

Son: Yes father. 

 

Father: And the ink? 

 

Son: Yes. I followed your special recipe exactly. 

 

Father: And the parchment? 

 

Son: Yes! Is the life of a scribe nothing more that responding to a grocery list of 

supplies? 

 

Father: Yes, but you must first be prepared. Remember as my apprentice you are 

to learn the ways. Listen, watch, and speak only when spoken to, and with rather 

less attitude in the temple, please. 

 

Son: Yes father. It’s just that so far, I haven’t seen a whole lot of benefits of being 

a scribe. You have to get up early and your hands are always dirty. 

 

Father: Being a scribe is an honored role. Would you rather be fighting bloody 

battles or cleaning chamber pots or digging ditches to bring water to the city? 

 

Son says nothing. 
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Father: Well? 

 

Son: You told me to answer with less attitude and I’m afraid if I open my mouth I 

won’t be able to follow your prescribed (emphasis on scribe) instructions. 

 

Father: Very funny. While we walk, why don’t we review the rules we discussed 

yesterday. 

 

Son: (groans) Okay. Number 1, I must write on only clean animal skins and use 

the specially prepared ink. Number 2, I must say each word aloud as I write it. 

(grumbling to himself) Although I think that might be a bit distracting… 

 

Father: Number 3?  

 

Son: Number 3, No two letters will touch. If they do the document is invalid and I 

will have to completely start over. 

 

Father: And finally, number 4? 

 

Son: Number four, store the documents in a sacred place such as the synagogue.  

 

Father: Very good. Now, why don’t you begin reciting the… 

 

A small crowd of people enters the stage with Jesus surrounded by guards 

and priests. They cross the stage and exit. 

 

Son: (excitedly) Hey! Who are they? (pointing) 

 

Father: Don’t try to change the subject. 

 

Son: No really, who are those men and what are they doing? 

 

Another man enters, by himself and is watching the scene offstage. The 

father and son approach him. 
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Father: Sir, can you tell me what is going on here? 

 

Man: That man is claiming to be the Messiah! The guards with him now first took 

him to Annas. 

 

Son: (to Father) Why are they doing this now? Won’t their mothers scold them for 

working during the Passover? 

 

Father: (laughs a bit) You’re right. This is rare – an arrest on a feast day. (to the 

man) You say he has just been to Annas? 

 

Man: Yes. 

 

Father: And at night! This is highly irregular, maybe even illegal. 

 

Son: (to Father) Then why do they continue? 

 

Father: I don’t know.  

 

Son: (to Man) What happened there? In Annas’ presence? 

 

Man: I was not there, but a guard told me it went something like this. 

 

Shift the focus from one side of the stage to the other, where Annas, Jesus 

and a guard carry out the following actions. 

 

Guard: Sir, we bring before you Jesus of Nazareth. He claims to be the Messiah. 

Your son-in-law and high priest of the Sanhedrin, Caiaphas, has sent him to you.  

 

Annas: What of the Sanhedrin?  

 

Guard: Caiaphas would like your opinion on the matter, so we have brought him 

to you.  

 

Pause. 
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Annas is deep in thought. 

 

Annas: Fine. I see. Am I supposed to question this man about him being a 

Messiah? 

 

Guard: He’s actually claiming to be a King. 

 

Annas: A king? Caiaphas needs to handle this himself. 

 

Guard: (discreetly to Annas) The Sanhedrin are gathering sir, but they will not be 

ready for hours. Possibly until sunrise. 

 

Annas: (mostly to himself, but also so that the guard can hear) My son-in-law 

thinks I have nothing better to do with my time. (Then turning to Jesus) You claim 

to be the son of man, the Christ, the Messiah, a King. 

 

Jesus: I have spoken openly to the world. I always taught in the synagogues where 

all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. Why question me? 

 

Guard: (strikes Jesus in the face) (angrily) Is that any way you speak to a high 

priest! 

 

Jesus: If I said something wrong, testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the 

truth, why did you strike me? 

 

Annas comes closer to Jesus. He looks at him from head to foot. 

 

Annas: If you will not speak plainly, there are other ways to get information. Let 

us have some witnesses! Who knows this man? 

 

Silence.  

 

Annas: Come. Surely someone has seen him? Heard him speak?  

 

Witness: I do!  
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Annas: (talking to the guard and motioning to the man, gesturing with his arm) 

Bring him forward. 

 

The guard walks the man forward to stand in front of Annas. 

 

Annas: Do you agree before the gathered here to tell the truth? 

 

Witness: I do. 

 

Annas: If you should cause the accused to be condemned unjustly, his blood 

should cry for vengeance against you, and God will hold you accountable. 

 

Witness: I swear, the words I speak are true. 

 

Annas: So tell us, do you know this man? 

 

Witness: Yes. 

 

Annas: How? 

 

Witness: I have seen him speaking in the temple.  

 

Annas: What things did he say?  

 

Witness: He said, ‘I will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins!’ He said, ‘I am able to 

destroy the temple of God and raise it in three days.’ 

 

Annas: He threatened to destroy Herod’s temple! 

 

Witness: He did! 

 

Annas: And he said he would rebuild it in three days? Just three days?! 

 

Witness: He did! 
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Annas: And he claimed to have this power? 

 

Witness: He did. 

 

Annas: (flabbergasted/angry) Did he say when… when this abomination would 

happen? 

 

Witness: He said the day and hour were unknown, but to be prepared. 

 

Annas looks at Jesus with rage in his eyes. 

 

Annas: This, this is unheard of. These claims are surely blasphemy! The council 

will decide your fate. As for me, I cannot even stand the sight of you. Take him 

away! 

 

Guard leads Jesus away from Annas and across/off the stage.  

 

Annas freezes in his spot and the focus/stage lighting again focuses on the 

father, son, and man. 

 

Man:  I heard he stood there listening to the witnesses without saying a word, even 

when they were saying false things against him. 

 

Son: Why? 

 

Man: I do not know. I also heard he was slapped and beaten. 

 

Son: What?! How unfair! He should not receive punishment if he hasn’t even been 

at a proper trial yet! 

 

Father: (nodding and in serious thought) What will happen now? 

 

Man: I have heard the Sanhedrin is finally convened and ready to receive him. 

They are on their way there now to take him to the high priest, Caiaphas to be 

further questioned. 
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Father: This must be why we have been called to work today, even on a holiday. 

Most likely I will be placed in Caiaphas’s chambers to scribe for him today. 

 

Son: Father, let’s hurry and get there before any other scribes arrive. We don’t 

want to miss this!  

 

Father: Wasn’t I just telling you that there were benefits to being a scribe?! But, 

you are right, arriving before the others might let us in on this trial. Let’s go. 

 

Son: (excitedly) Yes sir! 

 

They quickly exit. 

 

The man continues to stare offstage. A woman approaches him. She glares 

at him with recognition. 

 

Woman: I know you. I have seen you with this man Jesus. 

 

The Man looks around nervously. 

 

Man: I don’t know what you are talking about. 

 

The Man quickly exits. 

 

LIGHTS FADE 

 



12 

 

Copyright © 2017 Cleveland O. McLeish / HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. This 

Work is protected by copyright. Purchase does not transfer ownership. 

Licensed Use (if purchased with performance rights or via subscription): The Licensee is 

granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to produce this play under the selected 

license terms (including performance count and organization). Internal rehearsal copying is 

permitted for cast/crew only. Recording, livestreaming, broadcast, or public online distribution is 

allowed with proper notification. 

 

Required credit: “Written by Cleveland O. McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book 

Publishing.” Visit www.christianplaywright.org to purchase full script with/without 

performance rights.  

 

Purchase / Licensing Options 

 

Option 1 — Reading Script (Print on Amazon) 

 

Reading Script (Print Book – Amazon) 

 

✓ A print copy shipped by Amazon for reading and reference. 

✓ Print book ordered and shipped through Amazon. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

Performance, adaptation, reproduction, and distribution rights are not included with this option. 

 

Option 2 — Digital Script (Reading Only) 

 

Digital Script (PDF – Reading Only) 

 

✓ A digital copy delivered by email for reading and reference. 

✓ Delivered automatically by email after purchase. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

No production, performance, adaptation, or distribution rights are included. 

 

Option 3 — Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Performances) 

 

Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Live Performances) 

 

✓ Best for churches, schools, and theatre groups ready to produce the play. 

✓ PDF script delivered by email 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization 

✓ Permission to share rehearsal copies internally with cast/crew. 

http://www.christianplaywright.org/
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✓ Limited adaptation permission for your production (cuts/edits as needed). 

✓ Recording/streaming included. 

 

Option 4 — All-Access Subscription (Monthly / Yearly) 

 

✓ All-Access Subscription (Cancel Anytime). For organizations producing multiple plays 

per year. 

✓ Access to the full script library while subscription is active. 

✓ Performance, adaptation, and internal rehearsal distribution permitted during active 

subscription. 

✓ Ongoing access to new releases added to the library. 

 

Rights remain active only while the subscription is active; access and permissions end upon 

cancellation. 

 

Option 5 — Performance Rights Upgrade (Already Own the Script) 

 

✓ Performance Rights Upgrade (For Existing Script Owners). Upgrade if you already 

purchased a reading script and now want to stage the play. 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization. 

✓ Internal rehearsal copy permission included. 

✓ Limited adaptation permission included. 

 

Proof of script ownership may be requested (Amazon order receipt or purchase confirmation). 

 

Need more than 3 performances, request a custom license @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com 

 

FAQ 

 

Licensing FAQ 

 

o Do reading scripts include performance rights? 

 

No. Reading scripts (print or digital) are for reading and reference only. 

 

o What does “Up to 3 performances” mean? 

 

You may stage the play up to three (3) times under one license for one producing organization. 

 

o Can we make rehearsal copies for cast and crew? 

 

Yes, licensed productions may share copies internally with cast/crew for rehearsal and 

production use only. 

 

o Can we edit the script for our context? 

 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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Licensed productions may make reasonable cuts and minor adaptations for their specific 

production. Publishing or distributing an adapted script is not permitted. 

 

o Can we livestream or record the performance? 

 

Yes, but please notify the publisher/playwright first. 

 

o Can we perform the play at multiple venues or campuses? 

 

Multiple venues/campuses may require an expanded license. Contact us for a custom quote. 

 

o What if we want more than 3 performances? 

 

You can purchase additional performance blocks or request an expanded license. 

 

o How do we receive the script? 

 

Digital purchases are delivered automatically by email after checkout. 

 


