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COPYRIGHT & LICENSE  

(STANDARD PERFORMANCE LICENSE – UP TO 3 PERFORMANCES) 

Copyright © 2017. Cleveland O. McLeish/HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. This play 

script (the “Work”) is protected by copyright laws and international copyright treaties. Purchase 

of this Work does not transfer ownership of copyright. The author/publisher retains all rights not 

expressly granted below. 

 

License Grant (Non-Exclusive; Non-Transferable) 

 

Upon purchase from christianplaywright.org, and subject to full payment, the purchaser 

(“Licensee”) is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to use the Work 

under the following terms: 

 

1. Permitted Use 

• Licensee may produce and present the Work in up to three (3) live 

performances during the license term. 

• Performances are authorized only for the purchasing entity [i.e. 

Organization/Church/School/Individual]. 

• License term is 24 months from the date of purchase. 

• Licensee is allowed to Record, film, livestream, broadcast, or distribute 

audio/video of performances (including online streaming and social media), 

providing the playwright/publisher is notified. 

2. Rehearsal Copy Permission (Internal Use Only) 

Licensee may reproduce and distribute copies of the Work only as needed for internal 

production use (e.g., cast, crew, director, stage manager). No copy may be sold, posted publicly, 

emailed beyond the production team, or uploaded to public/shared repositories. 

3. Adaptation Permission (Limited) 

Licensee may make reasonable cuts or minor adaptations solely for the authorized production 

(e.g., time, casting constraints, contextual references), provided that: 

• The core storyline and message are not distorted in a way that harms the integrity 

of the Work; and 

• Any adapted version may not be published, licensed to others, or performed 

beyond the scope of this license; and 

• All derivative rights remain the sole property of the author/publisher. 

4. Prohibited Uses (Without Written Permission) 
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Unless separately licensed in writing by HCP Book Publishing, Licensee may not: 

• Post any portion of the Work online (including websites, Google Drive links, file-

sharing platforms, or social media). 

• Sell, sublicense, or distribute the script (or adapted script) to any third party. 

• Use the Work (in whole or in part) to train AI systems, upload into public AI 

datasets, or publish substantial excerpts through automated tools in a way that 

enables reconstruction of the script. 

5. Author Credit (Required) 

All programs, posters, and publicity must include the credit line: “Written by Cleveland O. 

McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book Publishing.” Website credit (optional but 

encouraged): christianplaywright.org 

6. Performance Reporting 

Within ten (10) days after the final performance, Licensee agrees to report performance dates 

and estimated attendance to info@hcpbookpublishing.com. 

7. Breach & Termination 

Any unauthorized reproduction, distribution, recording, posting, or performance constitutes 

infringement and immediately terminates this license. Upon termination, Licensee must cease all 

use and destroy/delete all copies not required to be retained by law. 

For additional performances, additional venues, or large-scale/ticketed events, contact: HCP 

Book Publishing @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com or WhatsApp 876-352-2650. 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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SCENE I 
 

 LIGHTS UP 

 

 The Bailiff walks out and faces the audience. 

 

BAILIFF: All rise. 

 

 Everyone in the audience should stand. 

 

BAILIFF: Judge Serious presiding. 

 

 Judge Serious enters and takes his place at the high rise seat. 

 

JUDGE: Everyone but the Defendant and Lawyers, please be seated. 

 

 Everyone else sits. 

 

 Judge looks through his files and glances up at Mary over his glasses. 

 

JUDGE: Miss Mary, do you know why you are here? 

 

MARY: Yes sir. 

 

JUDGE: You’ll be answering to charges of Adultery. Do you understand the seriousness 

of this offense? 

 

MARY: Yes sir, I do. 

 

JUDGE: And of these charges, how do you plea? 

 

 Judge takes a sip from his coffee. 

 

MARY: Not guilty, Your Honour. 

 

 Judge chokes on the coffee. Recovering, he removes his glasses. 

 

JUDGE: Really? 
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MARY: I have not committed any sin, sir. 

 

 Judge replaces his glasses. 

 

JUDGE: Well then. Let this trial begin. You may be seated. Mr. Prosecutor, your 

opening arguments, please. 

 

 Prosecutor prepares himself and moves from around his desk. 

 

PROSECUTOR: I think this whole gathering is hilarious, don’t you Judge? 

 

 Prosecutor looks at the Judge for a response, but the Judge’s expression remains 

 neutral. 

 

PROSECUTOR: Well, I do. For a virgin to be with child and deny doing what needs to 

be done in order to conceive; hilarious. (laughs alone) I think in all due fairness that this 

court should be adjourned and this little liar taken out back and stoned to death. (looks to 

Judge) 

 

JUDGE: Motion noted, considered, and denied. 

 

PROSECUTOR: Well, then. I think the case will speak for itself and as foolish as it 

feels to continue this poppy-show exhibition, I will humbly take my seat. 

 

JUDGE: Before you humbly take your seat, Mr. Prosecutor, may I remind you that this 

is my courtroom and you will behave and speak accordingly, (Prosecutor rolls his eyes) 

and if you roll your eyes at me just one more time, you will spend some jail time for 

contempt. Do I make my self clear? 

 

PROSECUTOR: Crystal. 

 

 Prosecutor takes his seat. 

 

JUDGE: Will the Defense please present his opening arguments. 

 

 The Defense stands and straightens his jacket. 

 

DEFENSE: Thank you, Your Honour. In addressing this courtroom, may I take you back 

a little to the time when our ancestors faced open waters with Pharaoh and his army in 
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hot pursuit. What happened next? Yes, the Red Sea parted in two and millions crossed 

over on dry land, safe and in one piece. May I remind you how one man stood against a 

Philistine army, how 300 defeated millions, and I could cite many more examples just to 

prove to you this day that nothing is impossible with God and that’s why we are really 

here; to put God’s truth and ability once again to the test --- 

 

 Prosecutor jumps to his feet. 

 

PROSECUTOR: Objection, Your Honour. 

 

JUDGE: On what grounds? 

 

PROSECUTOR: The Defense is trying to twist the mind of this courtroom. 

 

JUDGE: My mind is not twisted. Is yours? 

 

PROSECUTOR: Yes, yes it is. 

 

JUDGE: Over-ruled. (To Defense) Please continue. 

 

DEFENSE: Thank you, Your Honour. In light of our past, what has happened to this 

young woman today should not shock us. God can do what He says He will do! 

 

 Defense pause, and takes his seat. 

 

 Judge completes writing his notes. 

 

JUDGE: Okay then. Who wants to call the first witness? 

 

 Prosecutor stands. 

 

PROSECUTOR: Your Honour, I call Doctor French to the stand. 

 

 Enter Dr. French. He goes to the podium and stands raising his right hand. 

 

PROSECUTOR: Will you tell the truth? 

 

DR. FRENCH: Aren’t I supposed to hold a Bible or something? 
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JUDGE: Just answer the question. There will be no swearing in my court. 

 

DR. FRENCH: Okay. Yes, I will tell the truth. 

 

PROSECUTOR: The whole truth? 

 

DR. FRENCH: Yes, the whole truth. 

 

PROSECUTOR: And nothing but the truth? 

 

DR. FRENCH: Why didn’t you ask me all that one time? 

 

JUDGE: Answer the question, sir. 

 

DR. FRENCH: Yes, nothing but the truth. 

 

PROSECUTOR: Good. Be seated, Doctor. 

 

 Dr. French sits. 

 

PROSECUTOR: For the record, can you state your name, profession, and address. 

 

DR. FRENCH: Dr. Willimeaner French, ah, I’m a Doctor, obviously, ah, Jerusalem 

Street. 

 

PROSECUTOR: Good. Do you know why you are here? 

 

DR. FRENCH: Not really, but, I had nothing to do with the death of that Salesman. 

 

PROSECUTOR: What salesman? 

 

DR. FRENCH: Okay, you don’t know about that? 

 

PROSECUTOR: No sir, anyway, Doctor, in your profession, have you ever in your 

whole life seen a virgin get pregnant. 

 

 Pause. 

 

 Longer pause. 
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DR. FRENCH: What? What kind of question is that? 

 

JUDGE: Just answer the question. 

 

DR. FRENCH: Your Honour, in all fairness, that is not a question. Who asks a question 

like that? I mean, not even my idiotic cousin would ask that. It’s not even a statement. 

 

 Dr. French stands to leave. 

 

DR. FRENCH: I’m embarrassed that such a question would even be poised to me. I 

don’t need this right now. 

 

JUDGE: Sit down. 

 

DR. FRENCH: But, Your Honour --- 

 

 The Judge gives him a stern look, and he sits. 

 

PROSECUTOR: Could you answer the question? 

 

DR. FRENCH: No, to your less than stupid question. God, I feel so stupid answering 

that question. I’m easily annoyed so, please let your next questions at least be based on 

common sense. 

 

PROSECUTOR: Do you know the defendant? 

 

 Dr. French looks across at Mary. 

 

DR. FRENCH: No. I’ve never seen her before. 

 

PROSECUTOR: Well, she wants this court to believe that somehow she has 

miraculously become pregnant without, you know. 

 

DR. FRENCH: There’s no way you can be pregnant without, you know. 

 

PROSECUTOR: You sure about that, Doctor? 

 

DR. FRENCH: I would bet my life and the life of my family on that. 
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PROSECUTOR: No further questions, Your Honour. (to Defense) All yours. (smiles 

and sits) 

 

 Defense stands. 

 

DEFENSE: Doctor Willimeaner, do you believe in God? 

 

DR. FRENCH: Who doesn’t? 

 

DEFENSE: Do you believe He can do the impossible? 

 

DR. FRENCH: Maybe, sometimes --- I dunno. 

 

DEFENSE: Do you believe in the prophecies? 

 

DR. FRENCH: What prophecies? 

 

DEFENSE: That one day a Messiah would come and save Israel? 

 

 Prosecutor jumps up. 

 

PROSECUTOR: Objection, Your Honour? 

 

JUDGE: Over-ruled. 

 

PROSECUTOR: You don’t even want to know why I’m objecting? 

 

JUDGE: (without thinking) No, sir. 

 

 Prosecutor sits. 

 

DR. FRENCH: Save Israel from what? 

 

DEFENSE: From themselves. 

 

DR. FRENCH: What are you saying? 

 

DEFENSE: I’m saying that the God who parted the Red Sea put a Baby in this young 

woman’s stomach without, you know. 
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DR. FRENCH: Why would He do that? Humans are capable of making babies on their 

own. 

 

DEFENSE: You would want our Messiah to come through natural causes? 

 

DR. FRENCH: Well, yes, why not. We wouldn’t be here in court now if He had done 

that. 

 

DEFENSE: You believe He is here then? 

 

DR. FRENCH: I didn’t say that. 

 

DEFENSE: But, you said --- 

 

DR. FRENCH: Objection, Your Honour. The Defense is badgering me. 

 

 The Judge looks at the Doctor. 

 

JUDGE: You know you can’t object. Why don’t you people just behave yourselves? 

 

DR. FRENCH: Sorry. 

 

DEFENSE: Just one final question, Doctor Willimeaner, is there any way you can check 

a young lady to see if she is, in fact, a virgin? 

 

DR. FRENCH: (losing all professionalism) Oh yes. It’s what I do. (Smiles cheekily at 

Mary) 

 

 Mary jumps up. 

 

MARY: Objection, Your Honour. 

 

 Judge hangs his head and shakes it, laughing to himself. 

 

JUDGE: Don’t any of you’ll watch TV? Miss Mary, only two people can object, and you 

are not one of them. 

 

MARY: But, Your Honour --- 
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JUDGE: There will be no buts in my courtroom. 

 

MARY: Your Honour, I don’t want that pervert examining me. My body is for my 

husband. 

 

JUDGE: Listen up. We’ll leave the examining out for now, okay. 

 

DEFENSE: But, Your Honour --- 

 

JUDGE: My decision is final. (hits his hammer)  

 

DEFENSE: No more questions. 

 

JUDGE: The witness may step down. 

 

 Dr. French sighs and steps down. 

 

JUDGE: Next witness. 

 

PROSECUTOR: The Prosecution rest, for now. 

 

 The Judge acknowledges and looks to the Defense. 

 

 Defense stands. 

 

DEFENSE: I call to the stand Mrs. Elizabeth Zachariah. 

 

 A very pregnant Elizabeth enters, and takes her place. Defense approaches her. 

 

DEFENSE: Will you tell the truth? 

 

ELIZABETH: Yes, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 

 

DEFENSE: Good. You may sit. 

 

 Elizabeth sits. 

 

DEFENSE: For the record, can you please state your name, age, and relation to the 

defendant. 
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Purchase / Licensing Options 

 

Option 1 — Reading Script (Print on Amazon) 

 

Reading Script (Print Book – Amazon) 

 

✓ A print copy shipped by Amazon for reading and reference. 

✓ Print book ordered and shipped through Amazon. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

Performance, adaptation, reproduction, and distribution rights are not included with this 

option. 
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✓ Limited adaptation permission for your production (cuts/edits as needed). 

✓ Recording/streaming included. 

 

Option 4 — All-Access Subscription (Monthly / Yearly) 

 

✓ All-Access Subscription (Cancel Anytime). For organizations producing multiple 

plays per year. 

✓ Access to the full script library while subscription is active. 

✓ Performance, adaptation, and internal rehearsal distribution permitted during 

active subscription. 

✓ Ongoing access to new releases added to the library. 

 

Rights remain active only while the subscription is active; access and permissions end 
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Option 5 — Performance Rights Upgrade (Already Own the Script) 

 

✓ Performance Rights Upgrade (For Existing Script Owners). Upgrade if you 

already purchased a reading script and now want to stage the play. 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization. 

✓ Internal rehearsal copy permission included. 

✓ Limited adaptation permission included. 

 

Proof of script ownership may be requested (Amazon order receipt or purchase 
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FAQ 

 

Licensing FAQ 

 

o Do reading scripts include performance rights? 

 

No. Reading scripts (print or digital) are for reading and reference only. 

 

o What does “Up to 3 performances” mean? 

 

You may stage the play up to three (3) times under one license for one producing 

organization. 

 

o Can we make rehearsal copies for cast and crew? 
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Yes, licensed productions may share copies internally with cast/crew for rehearsal and 

production use only. 

 

o Can we edit the script for our context? 

 

Licensed productions may make reasonable cuts and minor adaptations for their specific 

production. Publishing or distributing an adapted script is not permitted. 

 

o Can we livestream or record the performance? 

 

Yes, but please notify the publisher/playwright first. 

 

o Can we perform the play at multiple venues or campuses? 

 

Multiple venues/campuses may require an expanded license. Contact us for a custom 

quote. 

 

o What if we want more than 3 performances? 

 

You can purchase additional performance blocks or request an expanded license. 

 

o How do we receive the script? 

 

Digital purchases are delivered automatically by email after checkout. 

 


