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LIGHTS UP

The stage is dark, at first.
Then there is the sound of a faint groan.
The lights start to come up slowly and we see someone lying onstage.

He stirs, the lights come up to full...He sits up. He holds his head as if
having a headache.

VOICE: Joe.
Joe shakes at the sound of his name. He starts to shiver...growing
uneasy, uncomfortable...he looks around for the source of the
voice...but there is no one.
He stands to his feet and walks about the empty stage. He tries to find
a way of escape, but there is none to be found. He goes DS, then backs
away slowly to CS...he looks at his hands, he’s confused.

JOE: Where am 1?

Martin and Charline enter from backstage.

Charline cries uncontrollably. Martin tries to comfort her, anyway he
can.

CHARLINE: I can’t believe he’s gone.
MARTIN: I know, but God knows best.
JOE: Mom...

They can’t see or hear Joe.




CHARLINE: He was supposed to be at church today, Martin... Why wasn’t
he at church? What was he doing all the way across town...at that hotel...

Charline breaks down again.
JOE: Dad...

MARTIN: I don’t know, dear.

Joe tries to reach them, but he can’t touch them. It’s as if they are in
different worlds.

MARTIN: I still can’t believe he’s gone.
Martin leads Charline down the aisle and through the exit.

Joe tries to follow, but somehow he can’t leave the stage. He’s even
more troubled now...he starts biting his nails.

JOE: What is happening?

VOICE: Joe...it is time to start putting the fragments of the puzzle together.
Joe looks around shakingly.

JOE: Who...who said that? What puzzle? Who...who are you?
Silence.

JOE: How...do you know my name?

Silence.

JOE: Hello..!




VOICE: 1 will only answer questions that are relevant as we progress
through this...time. We will waste no time with mediocrity and vain
babblings...is that understood?

JOE: Who are you?

VOICE: For years [ was known as Saviour...but today you will know me as
a Judge.

Joe considers. He starts to chuckle and shake his head.
JOE: No, no. This is a dream. Just another one of my sick nightmares.

VOICE: Is that how you deal with truth, Joe? Pass it off as some nightmare,
never to be remembered?

JOE: Nightmares aren’t worth remembering.

VOICE: Why not?

JOE: They form a part of your bad side...the side of you that don’t need to
be shown.

VOICE: A part of you that needs to be addressed, none-the-less.
JOE: Why...why would we need to pay attention to that side?

VOICE: Because ignoring it doesn’t make it go away. Instead, it grows
stronger and stronger and eventually you lose control.

JOE: If you say so, anyway...If you don’t mind, I would prefer to wait in
silence until I wake up.

Silence.




More Silence.

Joe taps his feet.

Even more silence.
VOICE: They say that in dreams you feel no pain.
JOE: Ha...you’re right.

Joe pinches himself hard.

The pain quickly seeps to his brains.
JOE: Owww! Ow! Oh God, that really hurt.

Joe considers. He starts shaking again.
JOE: No, no, no. I can’t be dead. Am I dead?
VOICE: It depends on your definition of the word.
JOE: Am I in heaven?
VOICE: No.
JOE: But, this is not hell...is it?

Silence.

JOE: This couldn’t be hell...I’'m a Christian. Christians go to heaven.
Right?

VOICE: Not everyone who says Lord is saved.




JOE: You’re confusing me.
VOICE: [ am?

Joe stops for a beat. He holds his head tight to think.
JOE: What’s happen...

Joe suddenly realizes.

He goes to SL and picks up the Bible...he skips through it quickly and
stops at a specific verse.

JOE: “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after that the... judgment.”
Joe replaces the Bible.
JOE: [ am dead!
Joe backs away from the little table.
JOE: This is my judgment!
VOICE: Some say that in The Room your whole life flashes before your
eyes. The truth is, in here the value of your life’s deeds are measured...your
final faith decided.
JOE: How...how did this happen? How did I die?
Enter Mark and Sally from US.

MARK: Where’s Joe?

SALLY: He’s already in the van.




MARK: And Mary..?
SALLY: She’ll be waiting for us at the motel.

MARK: Good, good. I still can’t believe we got the jerk to skip his stupid
church meeting to hang out with us this weekend.

SALLY: Yeah. Mary’s pretty excited. She’s been dying to get some.

They laugh all the way down the aisle and exits.

Joe remains in silence, his shoulders slump.
VOICE: You put great value on your friends.
JOE: He called me a jerk!
VOICE: Your best friends were not saved, Joe...what did you expect? They
were not guided by the values and morality that I set for My children. They
served different masters.

JOE: I only skipped church once...only once.

VOICE: In body, I may be forced to agree...but otherwise...you see
Joe...where your treasures are, there your heart is also.

JOE: My treasures?

VOICE: Yes, let’s talk about your treasures.
JOE: What defines my treasures?

VOICE: Not what...who?

Joe knows the answer.
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JOE: Me.

VOICE: You’re beginning to see the puzzle a little clearer. In life, you get
the opportunity to decide what value to place on everything that concerns
you. You have a savings account with a huge lumpsum that you’ll never
spend, and none of your family will benefit because you were too selfish to
add their names to your account.

JOE: | was saving for my house.

VOICE: So, for that reason you never give to charity, or to the homeless or
needy, you wouldn’t even help your niece with some school books.

JOE: If I did all that, how would I achieve anything? How would I achieve
owning my own house?

VOICE: Do you have a house now, Joe?
The answer is obvious.

VOICE: The truth is a little deeper than that, Joe. The truth dictates that you
did not trust Your Heavenly Father enough to provide these things for you.

JOE: This isn’t fair.

VOICE: I'll be the judge of that.

JOE: Money wasn’t all I valued.

VOICE: True...you took great pride in how you dressed. You worshipped
your car. You sacrificed selflessly for women you want to go to bed

with...well, selflessly may not have been an appropriate word there, right?

JOE: Okay...but I did ask for forgiveness on many occasions.

11



VOICE: Yes, you did.
Silence.
VOICE: You see that filing cabinet over there.
Joe looks SR.
JOE: Yeah.
VOICE: Open the top drawer and pull out a file.
Joe reluctantly goes to the cabinet afraid of what he will see.
He opens the top drawer and pulls out a 5 thick file.

VOICE: That is one of twenty-five files with lies that you told that were
never forgiven.

JOE: Twenty-Five?

VOICE: That whole filing cabinet is one of five that has a record of your
unforgiven sins.

JOE: No, no. This can’t be right. I was never that bad.

VOICE: Your record shows that you averaged one lie every seven minutes.
Do the math!

JOE: I, I....please tell me this is a dream.
VOICE: I can’t lie, Joe.

JOE: Then say it. Please just say this is a dream and it will be just that.
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reserved. This Work is protected by copyright. Purchase does not transfer ownership.

Licensed Use (if purchased with performance rights or via subscription): The
Licensee is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to produce this play
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Purchase / Licensing Options

Option 1 — Reading Script (Print on Amazon)

Reading Script (Print Book — Amazon)

v A print copy shipped by Amazon for reading and reference.
v" Print book ordered and shipped through Amazon.

v" Ideal for personal reading, study, or review.

v No performance rights included.

Performance, adaptation, reproduction, and distribution rights are not included with this
option.

Option 2 — Digital Script (Reading Only)

Digital Script (PDF — Reading Only)
v A digital copy delivered by email for reading and reference.
v Delivered automatically by email after purchase.
v" Ideal for personal reading, study, or review.
v No performance rights included.

No production, performance, adaptation, or distribution rights are included.

Option 3 — Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Performances)

Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Live Performances)

v' Best for churches, schools, and theatre groups ready to produce the play.
v" PDF script delivered by email

v Up to three (3) live performances for one organization

v Permission to share rehearsal copies internally with cast/crew.
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Limited adaptation permission for your production (cuts/edits as needed).
Recording/streaming included.

AN

Option 4 — All-Access Subscription (Monthly / Yearly)

v All-Access Subscription (Cancel Anytime). For organizations producing multiple
plays per year.

v" Access to the full script library while subscription is active.

v’ Performance, adaptation, and internal rehearsal distribution permitted during
active subscription.

v" Ongoing access to new releases added to the library.

Rights remain active only while the subscription is active; access and permissions end
upon cancellation.

Option 5 — Performance Rights Upgrade (Already Own the Script)

v’ Performance Rights Upgrade (For Existing Script Owners). Upgrade if you
already purchased a reading script and now want to stage the play.

Up to three (3) live performances for one organization.

Internal rehearsal copy permission included.

Limited adaptation permission included.

AN

Proof of script ownership may be requested (Amazon order receipt or purchase
confirmation,).

Need more than 3  performances, request a custom license (@
info@hcpbookpublishing.com

FAQ
Licensing FAQ
o Do reading scripts include performance rights?
No. Reading scripts (print or digital) are for reading and reference only.
o  What does “Up to 3 performances” mean?

You may stage the play up to three (3) times under one license for one producing
organization.

o Can we make rehearsal copies for cast and crew?

Yes, licensed productions may share copies internally with cast/crew for rehearsal and
production use only.
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o Can we edit the script for our context?

Licensed productions may make reasonable cuts and minor adaptations for their specific
production. Publishing or distributing an adapted script is not permitted.

o Can we livestream or record the performance?
Yes, but please notify the publisher/playwright first.
o Can we perform the play at multiple venues or campuses?

Multiple venues/campuses may require an expanded license. Contact us for a custom
quote.

o  What if we want more than 3 performances?
You can purchase additional performance blocks or request an expanded license.
o How do we receive the script?

Digital purchases are delivered automatically by email after checkout.
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