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COPYRIGHT & LICENSE  
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script (the “Work”) is protected by copyright laws and international copyright treaties. Purchase 

of this Work does not transfer ownership of copyright. The author/publisher retains all rights not 

expressly granted below. 

 

License Grant (Non-Exclusive; Non-Transferable) 

 

Upon purchase from christianplaywright.org, and subject to full payment, the purchaser 

(“Licensee”) is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to use the Work 

under the following terms: 

 

1. Permitted Use 

• Licensee may produce and present the Work in up to three (3) live 

performances during the license term. 

• Performances are authorized only for the purchasing entity [i.e. 

Organization/Church/School/Individual]. 

• License term is 24 months from the date of purchase. 

• Licensee is allowed to Record, film, livestream, broadcast, or distribute 

audio/video of performances (including online streaming and social media), 

providing the playwright/publisher is notified. 

2. Rehearsal Copy Permission (Internal Use Only) 

Licensee may reproduce and distribute copies of the Work only as needed for internal 

production use (e.g., cast, crew, director, stage manager). No copy may be sold, posted publicly, 

emailed beyond the production team, or uploaded to public/shared repositories. 

3. Adaptation Permission (Limited) 

Licensee may make reasonable cuts or minor adaptations solely for the authorized production 

(e.g., time, casting constraints, contextual references), provided that: 

• The core storyline and message are not distorted in a way that harms the integrity 

of the Work; and 
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• All derivative rights remain the sole property of the author/publisher. 
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Unless separately licensed in writing by HCP Book Publishing, Licensee may not: 

• Post any portion of the Work online (including websites, Google Drive links, file-

sharing platforms, or social media). 

• Sell, sublicense, or distribute the script (or adapted script) to any third party. 

• Use the Work (in whole or in part) to train AI systems, upload into public AI 

datasets, or publish substantial excerpts through automated tools in a way that 

enables reconstruction of the script. 

5. Author Credit (Required) 

All programs, posters, and publicity must include the credit line: “Written by Cleveland O. 

McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book Publishing.” Website credit (optional but 

encouraged): christianplaywright.org 

6. Performance Reporting 

Within ten (10) days after the final performance, Licensee agrees to report performance dates 

and estimated attendance to info@hcpbookpublishing.com. 

7. Breach & Termination 

Any unauthorized reproduction, distribution, recording, posting, or performance constitutes 

infringement and immediately terminates this license. Upon termination, Licensee must cease all 

use and destroy/delete all copies not required to be retained by law. 

For additional performances, additional venues, or large-scale/ticketed events, contact: HCP 

Book Publishing @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com or WhatsApp 876-352-2650. 
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 LIGHTS UP 

 

 There’s a stool at Stage Right.  

 

Stage Left – Leroy and Sharon enters with the little decorations they 

have and start to decorate their small tree. 

  

Stage Right – Jama is already seated in her chair knitting. 

 

June Myers enter. She sees the stool and motions offstage if that is 

where she should sit. She gets the confirmation and sits looking out at 

the audience. 

 

She looks intently for a beat as if listening to a question. 

 

JUNE: Okay. The reason for the season. Hey, what kinda question is that 

and why are you asking me that? Oh, we on TV now? Sorry. Okay, the 

reason for the season is --- (thinks hard) --- gifts, I guess. How much you get 

and what you get, you know. Especially stuff you really want, which is hard 

for us sometimes, cause we have everything (laughs). 

 

JAMA: Child, when you enter a room, you should say good morning, good 

evening or goodnight. 

 

JUNE: Sorry Grandma. I didn’t see you. 

 

JAMA: I ain't buying that child. I’m too big for you not to see me. I tell that 

mother of yours she is growing you up without manners. 

 

 Clarabelle and the other two kids enter. 

 

CLARABELLE: I try, Momma. 

 

JAMA: Ain’t good enough. You spoil them kids I tell you. 
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 June jumps from the stool and goes to join them. 

 

JUNE: Hey, Mom. Did you buy everything on my list? 

 

JACK: Did you buy everything on my list? 

 

GENE: Did you buy everything on my list? 

 

CLARABELLE: Merry Christmas to you and you and you too. 

 

JUNE: Mom, quit playing. Did you buy the stuff or not? 

 

JAMA: Uhm. 

 

CLARABELLE: The presents are over there. 

 

JACK: Can I open mine now mom, can I? 

 

GENE: Mom, did you get everything I had on the list mom, did you? 

 

CLARABELLE: Before we get to opening presents, don’t you think we 

should have a family breakfast first. 

 

 Pause. The kids stare at her. 

 

CLARABELLE: Okay, open your presents. 

 

JAMA: Uhm. 

 

CLARABELLE: Will you cut that out, Momma! 

 

 The kids rejoice as they head for the tree. 
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One by one they start tearing the presents apart, but what they find is 

not what they were looking for, and with each open present, their 

expression get grumpier and grumpier. 

 

JUNE & GENE & JACK: Mooooom! 

 

CLARABELLE: What? 

 

JUNE: This sweater is the wrong color, and you got me the wrong brand 

sneakers, and I wanted an X-Box, not a playstation. Mom! You had a list 

you know. 

 

GENE: Mom, I really wanted an iPhone, not the Samsung. 

 

CLARABELLE: I just didn’t have time to get around to the ‘specifics’ of 

that very long list you gave me. 

 

JUNE: It wasn’t all that long a list. 

 

CLARABELLE: Really? 

 

 Clarabelle finds the list and reels it out. 

 

GENE: I thought you wanted us to be happy. 

 

CLARABELLE: I do. 

 

JUNE: And you would spoil our Christmas like this. Buying stuff we don’t 

want. 

 

CLARABELLE: What’s the difference between a pink sweater and a blue 

sweater? 

 

JUNE: You wouldn’t understand. 
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CLARABELLE: Christmas is not just about gifts. 

 

JUNE: Just because you don’t have anybody to give you anything, don’t 

mean you have to spoil it for us too. 

 

JAMA: Uhm. 

 

CLARABELLE: That’s not a very nice thing to say. 

 

JUNE: Christmas is not the same here anymore. Ever since Daddy left you. 

You just keep spoiling it for us. 

 

CLARABELLE: I’m doing my best here, okay. And you shouldn’t talk to 

me like that in front of your little brother. And for the record, your father 

didn’t leave me. I left him. 

 

JUNE: Why? 

 

JAMA: Uhm. 

 

CLARABELLE: Its none of your business. 

 

JUNE: Guess what, Mom, you just took the merry out of our Christmas. 

 

 June throws some of the presents aside and exit. 

 

CLARABELLE: Don’t you kids want something to eat? 

 

JACK: Yah. 

 

GENE: I’m not hungry, Mom. 

 

 Clarabelle takes little Jack and exits. 

 

 Gene sits on the stool and looks out to the audience. 
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GENE: To tell you the truth, I don’t know what the real reason for the 

season is. I thought having what I wanted was enough, but I realized that 

what I really want, money can’t buy. I want things to be the way it was when 

Daddy was here. 

 

 A Beat. 

 

 Gene remains on the stool a little while, then gets up and exits. 

 

JAMA: Lord give me strength before I crucify them kids. 

 

Jama tries to get up but finds it a bit difficult. She struggles and 

struggles until eventually --- 

 

JAMA: Somebody --- anybody --- 

 

 Clarabelle comes back out and helps her up. 

 

CLARABELLE: Sorry, Momma. I didn’t remember you. 

 

JAMA: Oh, really! Clar, you can’t let them kids treat you like you’re one a 

them. 

 

CLARABELLE: I know. 

 

JAMA: Look at Susan’s children. 

 

CLARABELLE: Momma, not now. I don’t want to hear anything about 

Susan. 

 

JAMA: Plug your ears if you don’t want to hear, but I’m talking. Your sister 

has children with manners. You should take a page from her book. 

 

CLARABELLE: What do I do differently from her? 
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JAMA: I can give ya a list, but it gonna be longer than what I saw you reel 

out there just now. 

 

 Clarabelle helps Jama through the exit. 

 

 (The scene moves to next door) 

 

SHARON: Is that all the decorations we have. 

 

LEROY: Well, I think we may be able to find something else in last years 

stuff. 

 

SHARON: Go check it out. This tree looks way too naked. 

 

LEROY: Alright. 

 

 Leroy exits. Sharon moves closer to the audience.  

 

SHARON: I’m supposed to be sitting on a stool talking to you right now, 

but we just can’t afford it. Anyway, The Real Reason for the Season. Uhm. 

My mom says its Jesus, but I dunno. I thought there would always be more 

to it. But I guess it don’t matter anyway. It’s a cool time to go to church and 

seeing all those pepper lights all over the place. It’s just wonderful. As an 

artist, I can appreciate that stuff. 

 

 Leroy comes back with a few more decorations. 

 

SHARON: Is that all? 

 

LEROY: I think so. 

 

SHARON: Well, then, it will just have to do, little brother. 

 

 They finish putting on the remaining decorations. 
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 ENTER SUSAN, dressed sloppily as Santa Claus. 

 

SUSAN (deep voice): Ho, Ho, Ho (starts coughing) 

 

SHARON: (laughs) Moom. Is that you? 

 

SUSAN: Mom. Who’s Mom? I’m Santa Claus. 

 

LEROY: Santa Claus sure got big hips. 

 

SUSAN: Hey, watch yourself, young man. You better be a good boy or you 

ain't getting no presents this year. 

 

SHARON: Mom, I mean, Santa Claus, you got us something? 

 

SUSAN: You betcha. 

 

Susan goes in the bag and takes out two little gifts. She gives one to 

Leroy and one to Sharon. 

 

They are very excited as they open their gifts. Leroy gets a pen and 

Sharon receives a notebook and a pen. 

 

SHARON: Oh, this is the best Christmas ever. Thanks to you, Mom. 

 

 Sharon and Leroy hug her tightly, and her fake beard drops off. 

 

LEROY: Santa Claus, your beard is on the ground. 

 

SUSAN: Ho, Ho, Ho! (they all share a laugh) The tree looks good. 

 

SHARON: It really does. 

 

SUSAN: Its time to get ready for church. 
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SHARON: Yeah, I don’t want to miss worship and praise.  

 

SUSAN: Hey guys, after church I’m thinking maybe we should pay a little 

visit to your Auntie. 

 

SHARON & LEROY: Why? 

 

SUSAN: Don’t be like that. They probably need some Christmas cheer. 

 

SHARON: Mom, it never turns out well for you and her when we go to 

visit. 

 

SUSAN: I know. But this time will be different. 

 

SHARON & LEROY: You say that every year. 

 

SUSAN: Grandma will be there. 

 

SHARON & LEROY: (excited) Alright. 

 

 They exit together. 

 

Brief pause (maybe fade the lights for a beat or two to show that some 

time has passed) 

 

 Susan, Sharon, and Leroy enter Stage Right. 

 

SUSAN: Looks like no one is home. 

 

SHARON: But the door was open. 

 

SUSAN: This is the United States dear, not Jamaica. We don’t have to close 

our doors here. 

 

LEROY: Where’s Jamaica? 
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