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SCENE I

LIGHTS UP

ENTER Jesus. He wears his usual smile and emulates with love. Some
of his Disciples are with him, and a small gathering begins to grow as he
makes his way across the stage.

A Pharisee enters from the opposite direction and meets him at Center
Stage.

PHARISEE: Rabbi, I have a question for you.

JESUS: Go ahead.

PHARISEE: Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?
Jesus looks around at those gathered around him.

JESUS: Haven’t you read, that at the beginning the Creator made them male and

female and said ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united

to his wife, and the two will become one flesh?” So they are no longer two, but one.

Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.

PHARISEE: Why then, did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of

divorce and send her away?
JESUS: Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard.

But it was not this way from the beginning. I tell you anyone who divorces his wife,

except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery.
The Pharisee is dumb folded. He sinks back into the small crowd.

MATTHEW whispers to Jesus.




MATTHEW: If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to

marry.

JESUS: Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been
given. For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that
way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of heaven.

The one who can accept this should accept it.

A woman brings her children towards Jesus. Peter and John stand
between her and Jesus. Jesus raises his hand for them to allow her to
bring the children to him.

Jesus sits on a rock and takes each child on each leg.

JESUS: Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the
kingdom of God like this little child will never enter it.

Jesus Ilays his hand on their little heads, blesses them, and gives them
back to their mother.

A Young Man dressed in fine purple runs up to Jesus, and bows at his
feet.

YOUNG MAN: Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?

JESUS: Why do you call me good? No one is good — except God alone. You know
the commandments: ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not
give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.’

YOUNG MAN: Teacher, all these I have kept since I was a boy.

JESUS: One thing you lack. Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and

you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.




YOUNG MAN: Sell everything?
JESUS: Yes.

The countenance of the young man fell. He slowly gets to his feet. He
gazes into the eyes of Jesus whose countenance reveals his love, but the
young man 1s sad. He reluctantly walks away.

JESUS: How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. It is easier for a

camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of
God.

JOHN: Who then can be saved?

JESUS: With man this is impossible, but not with God. All things are possible with
God.

PETER: We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?

JESUS: I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on
his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or
tather or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as
much and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and many who

are last will be first.
PETER: Where do we go from here?

The crowd is slowly beginning to disperse. Jesus leads his disciples to a
far side of the stage.

JESUS: We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the
chief priests and teachers of the law. They will condemn me to death and will hand
me over to the Gentiles, who will mock me, spit on me, flog me, and kill me. But
three days later, I will rise.




PETER: What is the meaning of all this?
THE MOTHER OF ZEBEDEE’S sons, James and John enter.
They see her and run to her hugging her tightly.

MOTHER: I am glad I got to see you one more time before you left. I packed some

unleavened bread for your journey.

JAMES: (takes the bag and straps it on bis shoulder) Thank you, Mother. Come and meet

Jesus.

James leads his mother to Jesus. James is holding her left hand, John her
right.

MOTHER: My Lord.
She kneels before him.
JESUS: What 1s it you want?

MOTHER: Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right hand and
the other at your left in your kingdom.

Pause. Jesus doesn’t respond.
JOHN: Teacher, would you do for us whatever we ask?
JESUS: What do you want me to do for you?

JAMES: Exactly as our mother as requested. Let one of us sit at your right and the
other at your left in your glory.

JESUS: You don’t know what you are asking. Can you drink the cup I drink or be
baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?




JAMES & JOHN: We can.

JESUS: You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am
baptized with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong
to those for whom they have been prepared before the beginning of time.

PETER: Why would you two ask for such a thing? What about the rest of us?
MATTHEW: We all deserve a place by the master’s side.

Jesus lifts his hand and the bickering stops.
JESUS: You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over
them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead,
whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants
to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give my life as a ransom for many.

Jesus looks up towards the heaven...

LIGHTS FADE




SCENE 2

LIGHTS UP

A tree erected somewhere on the stage that is strong enough for
someone to climb.

A small crowd is already gathered on the stage. There are young, old,
middle aged from all race, classes, and genders.

PHARISEFE and SCRIBEFE stand to the side watching the proceedings.
PHARISEE: This could easily turn into a rebellion against the Roman Government.
SCRIBE: But can we convince the officials?

PHARISEE: How subtle this false prophet is to be able to incite rebellion with such
perfect precision. He has not made one mistake. His character is consistent. All we
have are lies and heresies.

SCRIBE: He is consistent. The people love him.

PHARISEE: Well, love can turn to hate in a single moment.

SCRIBE: And with the right motivation.

PHARISEE: We need to put a stop to this. He is bound to make a mistake at some
point or the other. When he does, we will make our move against him.

SCRIBE: Here he comes.

JESUS enters being closely followed by his disciples and a small crowd.
Some are reaching through the crowd to touch his garment.
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Jesus stops at the tree and looks up. ZACCHAFEUS is in the tree looking
down at him.

JESUS: Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.
Zacchaeus is shocked, People grumble among themselves. He jumps
from the tree and leads Jesus to the far side of the stage where there is a
small table. He gives water to Jesus and the disciples.
A Blind Beggar enters and sits at the other side of the stage.

PHARISEE: He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.

ZACCHAEUS: Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor,
and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.

JESUS: Today salvation has come to your house, because this man, too, is a son of
Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.

Jesus embraces Zacchaeus who begins to weep. Jesus releases him.
Zacchaeus moves about the stage pulling things of value from his bag
and giving it away.

BEGGAR: (begins to shout) JESUS, Son of David. Have mercy on me.
Jesus turns to see who is calling him.

BEGGAR: (shouts even more) JESUS, Son of David. Have mercy on me.

PETER: Master, it is only a beggar. Someone should silence him.

Jesus silences Peter.

BEGGAR: JESUS, Son of David. Have mercy on me.
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A man jabs the beggar with a stick to silence hin.

BEGGAR: (shouts even more) Jesus, Son of David. Have mercy on me.

JESUS: Bring him to me.

Peter and John go for the beggar. They help him to his feet.

BEGGAR: Where are you taking me?

PETER: Relax and cheer up. On your feet. He’s calling you.

The Beggar cast his cloak aside and stand firmly on his feet. They bring

him to Jesus.

JESUS: I am Jesus. What do you want me to do for you?
BEGGAR: Rabbi, I want to see.

Pause.

JESUS: Gol Your faith has healed you.

The Beggar’s eyes begun to flutter wildly, until they are once again
settled. This time the world around him is full of light. He begins to

laugh and celebrate. Others celebrate with him. Jesus embraces him, and
he leaves filled with jubilee and touching everyone he passes.

PHARISEE: How is he able to do these things?
Jesus exits. The Disciples and crowd follow.

The Pharisee and Scribe move to the center of the stage.

PHARISEE: We must put a stop to this now.
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SCRIBE: What do you have in mind?

PHARISEE: Whatever we do, must be done quickly. It is almost time for the
Passover. Many will be going to Jerusalem to for ceremonial cleansing. Post a notice.
Anyone seeing Jesus must report it. I want him arrested.

SCRIBE: On what charge?

PHARISEE: Does it matter? If we don’t put a stop to this, it will spiral out of
control. Is that what you want?

SCRIBE: John’s influence did not wither behind prison walls.
Pause.
PHARISEE: Then we need to find a way to kill this Jesus of Nazareth.
Pause.
LIGHTS OUT
LIGHTS UP
Jesus stands alone at Center stage.

MARY, the sister of Lazarus runs to meet him. She falls at his feet.
Martha enters but stays a short distance away.

MARY: Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
A small crowd begins to gather closer to Martha.
JESUS: Where have you laid him?

MARY: Come and see.
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FAQ
Licensing FAQ
o Do reading scripts include performance rights?
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You may stage the play up to three (3) times under one license for one producing organization.
o Can we make rehearsal copies for cast and crew?
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production use only.
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Licensed productions may make reasonable cuts and minor adaptations for their specific
production. Publishing or distributing an adapted script is not permitted.
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Yes, but please notify the publisher/playwright first.
o Can we perform the play at multiple venues or campuses?
Multiple venues/campuses may require an expanded license. Contact us for a custom quote.
o  What if we want more than 3 performances?
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o How do we receive the script?

Digital purchases are delivered automatically by email after checkout.
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