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COPYRIGHT & LICENSE  

(STANDARD PERFORMANCE LICENSE – UP TO 3 PERFORMANCES) 

Copyright © 2017. Cleveland O. McLeish/HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. This play 

script (the “Work”) is protected by copyright laws and international copyright treaties. Purchase 

of this Work does not transfer ownership of copyright. The author/publisher retains all rights not 

expressly granted below. 

License Grant (Non-Exclusive; Non-Transferable) 

Upon purchase from christianplaywright.org, and subject to full payment, the purchaser 

(“Licensee”) is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to use the Work 

under the following terms: 

1. Permitted Use 

• Licensee may produce and present the Work in up to three (3) live 

performances during the license term. 

• Performances are authorized only for the purchasing entity [i.e. 

Organization/Church/School/Individual]. 

• License term is 24 months from the date of purchase. 

• Licensee is allowed to Record, film, livestream, broadcast, or distribute 

audio/video of performances (including online streaming and social media), 

providing the playwright/publisher is notified. 

2. Rehearsal Copy Permission (Internal Use Only) 

Licensee may reproduce and distribute copies of the Work only as needed for internal 

production use (e.g., cast, crew, director, stage manager). No copy may be sold, posted publicly, 

emailed beyond the production team, or uploaded to public/shared repositories. 

3. Adaptation Permission (Limited) 

Licensee may make reasonable cuts or minor adaptations solely for the authorized production 

(e.g., time, casting constraints, contextual references), provided that: 

• The core storyline and message are not distorted in a way that harms the integrity 

of the Work; and 

• Any adapted version may not be published, licensed to others, or performed 

beyond the scope of this license; and 

• All derivative rights remain the sole property of the author/publisher. 

4. Prohibited Uses (Without Written Permission) 
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Unless separately licensed in writing by HCP Book Publishing, Licensee may not: 

• Post any portion of the Work online (including websites, Google Drive links, file-

sharing platforms, or social media). 

• Sell, sublicense, or distribute the script (or adapted script) to any third party. 

• Use the Work (in whole or in part) to train AI systems, upload into public AI 

datasets, or publish substantial excerpts through automated tools in a way that 

enables reconstruction of the script. 

5. Author Credit (Required) 

All programs, posters, and publicity must include the credit line: “Written by Cleveland O. 

McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book Publishing.” Website credit (optional but 

encouraged): christianplaywright.org 

6. Performance Reporting 

Within ten (10) days after the final performance, Licensee agrees to report performance dates 

and estimated attendance to info@hcpbookpublishing.com. 

7. Breach & Termination 

Any unauthorized reproduction, distribution, recording, posting, or performance constitutes 

infringement and immediately terminates this license. Upon termination, Licensee must cease all 

use and destroy/delete all copies not required to be retained by law. 

For additional performances, additional venues, or large-scale/ticketed events, contact: HCP 

Book Publishing @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com or WhatsApp 876-352-2650. 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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Scene I – The Setup 

 

Characters: Voice of Reason (One Male and One Female), Friend 

(male), Youth Leader (Female). 

 

 SPOTLIGHT: Voice of Reason (VOR) standing CS. 

 

VOR: Can I tell you a story? One you may all be familiar with….One you 

may all be able to identify with…May I tell you? Let us use this time to 

expose the enemy for who he is because sometimes we forget that we fight a 

spiritual war and sometimes…things aren’t what they seem…but often, if not 

always, if we look deep enough, we would be surprise at what lies beneath…. 

 

 LIGHTS OUT 

 

 A beat 

 

 LIGHTS UP 

 

 Sarah is moving about the stage trying to tidy the house. She stops 

 momentarily to allow a thought to pass through her mind… 

 

VOR (offstage) Meet Sarah. Youth Leader and a committed member of the 

church. She has had a fairly easy Christian journey…..until the devil came 

knocking at her door… 

 

 Enter male friend, Rohan. 

 

ROHAN: Hey, girl. What’s happening? 

 

SARAH: Don’t you ever knock? 

 

ROHAN: What for? Anywayz, I got us two tickets to the rock concert tonight. 
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SARAH: Rohan… 

 

ROHAN: Yeah, I know you gonna tell me church this and church that…but 

c’mon, girl, you have to have some fun sometime. I mean, let yourself go for a 

minute. This is the concert of the century. 

 

SARAH: It’s a rock and roll concert. The devil gonna be there. 

 

ROHAN: The devil goes to church too. You don’t have a problem going 

there. 

 

SARAH: Why do I even keep you on my friends roll? 

 

 Rohan hugs her. 

 

ROHAN: Cause ya love me, that’s why. (sees that she’s troubled) What’s up? 

 

SARAH: Why? 

 

ROHAN: I like to see my girl happy and ya ain’t right now. What’s up? 

 

SARAH: Just have a lot on my mind. 

 

ROHAN: Okay. Like what. 

 

SARAH: I appreciate your concern…but I think I can handle this on my own. 

 

ROHAN: Why would you want to do that? Why did you call me over 

anyway? 

 

SARAH: I called you over because…because I didn’t want to be alone. 

 

ROHAN: I ain’t staying if you ain’t talking. 

 

SARAH: I just don’t feel like talking, aiight. 
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ROHAN: So you don’t need me anymore? 

 

SARAH: That’s not what I meant. You have been a very good friend, 

Rohan…I just need to deal with some things on my own, that’s all. 

 

ROHAN: So, what am I supposed to do now? Sleep? 

 

SARAH: Why not? 

 

ROHAN: Sarah, I’m serious. Talk to me. I can sleep later. 

 

SARAH: You ain’t gonna stop, are you? 

 

ROHAN: No. 

 

 Pause. 

 

SARAH: Okay, fine. My pastor called me in a meeting yesterday after church. 

Told me about rumours he has been hearing about me. 

 

ROHAN: What kind of rumours? 

 

SARAH: That I’m living a common-law life. With you. 

 

ROHAN: You gotta be kidding me. All this because I stayed here late a few 

nights. 

 

SARAH: Yep. He said other things that I don’t want to repeat right now…but 

yeah, that’s how much my church family loves me. Can you believe it? Some 

of my own friends have been talking behind my back. 

 

ROHAN: I told you they were a bunch of hypocrites. I don’t know why you 

insist on being a part of that church. 

 

SARAH: Yeah, wow…thanks. I feel so much better now. 
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ROHAN: I’m not trying to be sarcastic, Sarah. The truth is the truth. You 

deserve so much better. You’re educated, smart, highly dependable and 

proficient…that church does nothing but hold you back. 

 

SARAH: So, what am I supposed to do? 

 

ROHAN: Leave…just don’t go back. What other choice do you have? 

 

SARAH: How about not having you stay here so late? 

 

ROHAN: Then you would be living your life for them and not for you. Is that 

what you want? 

 

SARAH: I don’t know what I want, Rohan. That’s just it. I know I don’t want 

people carrying false news about me. 

 

ROHAN: You can’t avoid that one, sweetheart. 

 

SARAH: I can try. 

 

ROHAN: You need to relax. 

 

SARAH: I’m open to ideas. 

 

 Rohan holds up the two tickets. 

 

SARAH: Other ideas. 

 

Rohan pockets the tickets and goes behind her massaging her neck 

gently. 

 

SARAH: Okay, yeah, this I can appreciate. 

 

ROHAN: I think I may need to do more than just your shoulders. 
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SARAH: Huh. 

 

ROHAN: Relax, Sarah. It’s nothing you haven’t done before. 

 

SARAH: Rohan…I do have a conscience and the last time…well, I had a hard 

time with it. 

 

ROHAN: Sarah, we’re friends. Friends touch each other and comfort each 

other all the time. It’s just natural. God can’t sin you for that. 

 

SARAH: What about everything else? 

 

ROHAN: Well, it’s not as if we do it all the time. C’mon, I need this as much 

as you do. 

 

 Rohan takes her hand and leads her offstage. 

 

 LIGHTS Fade to Spotlight on VOR 

 

VOR: Uhmm….pretty interesting don’t you think….very convenient if you 

ask me. Comfort can present themselves in many ways at the right times too 

and sometimes in the heat of it all we do forget our problems, sometimes, but 

at the end of the day we realize that our problems have not been subtracted but 

multiplied. What then? 

 

 LIGHST FADE 
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Scene 2 – The Confirmation 

 

Characters: Voice of Reason, Mentor (Female), Youth Leader 

(Female) 

 

 LIGHTS UP 

 

 SARAH meets with her mentor SIS FLAIR. 

 

SIS FLAIR: You sounded very distraught on the phone, dear. What’s wrong? 

 

SARAH: Where do I even begin? 

 

SIS FLAIR: Take your time. 

 

 Pause. 

 

SARAH: People I thought cared about me are spreading all kind of rumours 

about me and… I’m just having a hard time accepting that. 

 

SIS FLAIR: And you’re here just because of a few rumours? 

 

SARAH: Well…I also did something…bad….a few times. 

 

SIS FLAIR: (sitting up) Now you have my attention. 

 

SARAH: I have asked God to forgive me…but I still have this urge to do it 

again. 

 

SIS FLAIR: We’re talking about sex, right? 

 

SARAH: Do you have to be so plain? 
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SIS FLAIR: Why waste time beating around the bush and talking in codes. 

Everybody here knows what we’re talking about. 

 

SARAH: The Bible actually calls it fornication. 

 

SIS FLAIR: Okay, so you made a few mistakes. Now we know that you’re 

human. So why are you beating yourself up exactly? 

 

SARAH: You didn’t hear what I said, did you? 

 

SIS FLAIR: My Bible tells me that no man is perfect. Are you trying to be 

perfect? 

 

SARAH: What about being holy even as God is holy? 

 

SIS FLAIR: Do you honestly believe that is possible? 

 

SARAH: It would not be in the Bible if it wasn’t. 

 

SIS FLAIR: Then let’s talk about Bible. Let’s talk about David. A man after 

God’s own heart…but he did a little on the side, didn’t he. Remember he and 

Bathsheba. He went as far as to have her husband murdered. Are you getting 

this? 

 

SARAH: Yes. 

 

SIS FLAIR: Solomon. The wisest man who ever lived. He had many wives 

and concubines, girlfriends in lay mans terms. He was the wisest man, wasn’t 

he? 

 

SARAH: Yes. 

 

SIS FLAIR: The Bible supports your imperfections, dear. Man is not perfect. 

We’re all prone to mistakes at some point or the other. That’s why Jesus died 
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on the cross. To cover our mistakes so don’t feel bad if you fall every now and 

again. 

 

SARAH: Are you saying it’s okay to have sex every now and again? 

 

SIS FLAIR: Why not? 

 

SARAH: I seriously think you need Jesus. 

 

SIS FLAIR: My dear, I’ve been saved now for over thirty years. I wouldn’t 

have a child if I had lived a perfect life and look what my daughter has turned 

out to be…an evangelist. So many people getting saved because I fornicated. 

It sounds bad but it’s true. You’re not getting any younger, dear. One life to 

live…enjoy it….you are working on having your first child now, right? 

 

 SCENE FREEZES 

 

 SPOTLIGHT ON VOICE OF REASON 

 

VOR: Uhmm, confusing isn’t it. A perfect mixture of truth and lies…so subtle 

you can’t even tell the difference. This is deception at its best. A tricky little 

device the enemy uses to confirm and confuse. Sarah faces a friend who offers 

questionable comfort and a mentor who confirms her imperfections…..quickly 

pulling her to a very serious crossroad where Sarah will be forced to make a 

choice….as we all are sometimes. 

 

 FADE SPOTLIGHT 

 

 LIGHTS COME BACK UP 

 

SARAH: Sis Flair, I’m not married yet. 

 

SIS FLAIR: Soooo? 
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SARAH: I don’t know if I can agree with you, Sis Flair…I mean, you do offer 

wise council sometimes, but the Bible distinctively said that some things are 

wrong. 

 

SIS FLAIR: All things work together for good to them that love the Lord. 

The good, the bad, the right, the wrong….life always balances out itself, dear. 

It’s not something we can escape. As long as you remember to repent when 

you fall, you’ll be alright. 

 

SARAH: I just think it’s wrong. As a youth leader in the church, I should be 

setting a better example. How can I be fornicating and going to rock and roll 

concerts and stand to lead God’s people? 

 

SIS FLAIR: Well then, my dear, if you want to be miss perfect and miss 

holier-than-thou, go ahead and be my guest. I can tell you though that people 

won’t like you then. 

 

 Pause. 

 

SARAH: Thank you for your time. 

 

SIS FLAIR: I’m always here for you honey (smile). 

 

 LIGHTS FADE 

 

 Spotlight on Voice of Reason 

 

VOR: The devil has many disguises and he works in stages…first The Setup, 

then The Confirmation….after that…well, let’s just say he puts the icing on 

the cake. But Sarah has an advantage over the weapons that have been formed 

against her…she knows God’s Word. It’s the one thing she cannot ignore. 

 

 FADE OUT 
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✓ No performance rights included. 

 

No production, performance, adaptation, or distribution rights are included. 

 

Option 3 — Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Performances) 

 

Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Live Performances) 

 

✓ Best for churches, schools, and theatre groups ready to produce the play. 

✓ PDF script delivered by email 

http://www.christianplaywright.org/


 

 
15 
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subscription. 
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✓ Internal rehearsal copy permission included. 
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Proof of script ownership may be requested (Amazon order receipt or purchase 

confirmation). 
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FAQ 

 

Licensing FAQ 

 

o Do reading scripts include performance rights? 

 

No. Reading scripts (print or digital) are for reading and reference only. 

 

o What does “Up to 3 performances” mean? 

 

You may stage the play up to three (3) times under one license for one producing 

organization. 

 

o Can we make rehearsal copies for cast and crew? 
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Yes, licensed productions may share copies internally with cast/crew for rehearsal and 

production use only. 

 

o Can we edit the script for our context? 

 

Licensed productions may make reasonable cuts and minor adaptations for their specific 

production. Publishing or distributing an adapted script is not permitted. 

 

o Can we livestream or record the performance? 

 

Yes, but please notify the publisher/playwright first. 

 

o Can we perform the play at multiple venues or campuses? 

 

Multiple venues/campuses may require an expanded license. Contact us for a custom quote. 

 

o What if we want more than 3 performances? 

 

You can purchase additional performance blocks or request an expanded license. 

 

o How do we receive the script? 

 

Digital purchases are delivered automatically by email after checkout. 

 

 


