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COPYRIGHT & LICENSE  

(STANDARD PERFORMANCE LICENSE – UP TO 3 PERFORMANCES) 

Copyright © 2017. Cleveland O. McLeish/HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. This play 

script (the “Work”) is protected by copyright laws and international copyright treaties. Purchase 

of this Work does not transfer ownership of copyright. The author/publisher retains all rights not 

expressly granted below. 

License Grant (Non-Exclusive; Non-Transferable) 

 

Upon purchase from christianplaywright.org, and subject to full payment, the purchaser 

(“Licensee”) is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to use the Work 

under the following terms: 

1. Permitted Use 

• Licensee may produce and present the Work in up to three (3) live 

performances during the license term. 

• Performances are authorized only for the purchasing entity [i.e. 

Organization/Church/School/Individual]. 

• License term is 24 months from the date of purchase. 

• Licensee is allowed to Record, film, livestream, broadcast, or distribute 

audio/video of performances (including online streaming and social media), 

providing the playwright/publisher is notified. 

2. Rehearsal Copy Permission (Internal Use Only) 

Licensee may reproduce and distribute copies of the Work only as needed for internal 

production use (e.g., cast, crew, director, stage manager). No copy may be sold, posted publicly, 

emailed beyond the production team, or uploaded to public/shared repositories. 

3. Adaptation Permission (Limited) 

Licensee may make reasonable cuts or minor adaptations solely for the authorized production 

(e.g., time, casting constraints, contextual references), provided that: 

• The core storyline and message are not distorted in a way that harms the integrity 

of the Work; and 

• Any adapted version may not be published, licensed to others, or performed 

beyond the scope of this license; and 

• All derivative rights remain the sole property of the author/publisher. 

4. Prohibited Uses (Without Written Permission) 
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Unless separately licensed in writing by HCP Book Publishing, Licensee may not: 

• Post any portion of the Work online (including websites, Google Drive links, file-

sharing platforms, or social media). 

• Sell, sublicense, or distribute the script (or adapted script) to any third party. 

• Use the Work (in whole or in part) to train AI systems, upload into public AI 

datasets, or publish substantial excerpts through automated tools in a way that 

enables reconstruction of the script. 

5. Author Credit (Required) 

All programs, posters, and publicity must include the credit line: “Written by Cleveland O. 

McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book Publishing.” Website credit (optional but 

encouraged): christianplaywright.org 

6. Performance Reporting 

Within ten (10) days after the final performance, Licensee agrees to report performance dates 

and estimated attendance to info@hcpbookpublishing.com. 

7. Breach & Termination 

Any unauthorized reproduction, distribution, recording, posting, or performance constitutes 

infringement and immediately terminates this license. Upon termination, Licensee must cease all 

use and destroy/delete all copies not required to be retained by law. 

For additional performances, additional venues, or large-scale/ticketed events, contact: HCP 

Book Publishing @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com or WhatsApp 876-352-2650. 

 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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Scene 1 

 

 LIGHTS UP 

 

 CBC (Christian Broadcasting Corporation) Network. 

 

Seated at the News Table are Simon and Dorene. They prepare 

themselves to deliver the news. 

 

 On cue, they lift their heads and smile at the audience. 

 

SIMON: Blessed Assurance! I am Simon… 

 

DORENE: And I am Dorene…. 

 

SIMON: Welcome to tonight’s Christian Broadcasting Corporation Network 

News. 

 

DORENE: Where only good news makes the news. 

 

SIMON: Tonight….a new bill has passed in parliament. Christianity is now 

official illegal in the United States. Sad to say, this will be our final broadcast. 

All Christian stations, radio and television, are being closed down.   

 

DORENE: Three pastors received the death sentence today for failing to 

denounce their Christian faith. They will be executed at noon 

tomorrow…along with sixty-five members of their church. 

 

SIMON: And our poll question for this evening…’Should Christians invest in 

the Stock Market?’ To participate simply dial 999-2001, press five, then six, 

then three, then two, then nine, then eight and follow the instructions. 

 

DORENE: We’ll be back with the news right after this break. 
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 We all watch as a young man dashes across the stage. 

 

 We pause and wait…Simon and Dorene look confused. 

 

 On cue they smile at the audience. 

 

SIMON: Welcome back. I have absolutely no idea what that advertisement 

was all about but without any further ado…the News. 

 

DORENE: Parliament has approved a new bill stating Christianity as an 

illegal practice system that threatens the very core of human survival and 

unity. The gospel of Jesus Christ is seen as threatening, abusive and insulting 

to humanity and should be erased from life as we know it. This brings us in 

line with the present governing systems operating in Great Britain, China and 

other parts of the world where the Bible and prayer has been vanquished from 

daily living and written off as heretic. 

 

SIMON: The law force has been mobilized to infiltrate homes and remove all 

professing Christians who will be brought to trial for their beliefs. Failure to 

denounce Jesus or His teachings will result in a sentence to…..death. Churches 

and Bibles are being burnt to ashes right across the country. 

 

DORENE: In Boston, three prominent pastors stood before the judge and 

proudly proclaimed Jesus Christ. They will face a firing squad along with 65 

members of their church who also made the conscious choice to stand for 

Jesus. They will be executed tomorrow at noon in the town square. 

  

SIMON: As it was in the beginning…so shall it be in the end. 

 

DORENE: God asks…“What will it profit a man to gain the whole 

world…and lose his very soul?” 

 

SIMON: And we ask you this question…..when your time comes….will you 

stand for Jesus or deny you even know Him? 
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DORENE: The choice will be yours. 

 

 Simon and Dorene pause….then sighs deeply. 

 

SIMON: We now go over to Paula who is on the streets where we hope to get 

some feedback from the public on this matter. Over to you Paula… 

 

Paula is standing in the aisle among the audience with a microphone in 

her hand. 

 

PAULA: Yes, I am here on the streets where I intend to get some feedback on 

what is happening in our society, and how they feel about this new law against 

Christianity. 

 

 Paula approaches a gentleman sitting close by. 

 

PAULA: Sir….Sir…..How do you feel about the new bill the government 

passed? 

 

MAN: The what? 

 

PAULA: You are aware that Christianity is now illegal? 

 

MAN: Word…..Am I on TV? 

 

PAULA: Yes, sir. 

 

MAN: Oh, well the church has been asleep for some time now…so a guess it 

don’t really matter. Most Christians was denying Christ anyway. The 

government do the right thing. (pause…big smile) I would like to send 

greetings for me family in the Bronx… 

 

PAULA: Thank you, sir. 

 

 Paula moves on to someone on the other side. 



 
8 

OTHER PERSON: As far as I see….the world will be a better place without 

all this talk about hell. People just want to feel and do as they please without 

feeling guilty. 

 

 Another person gets up and grabs the microphone. 

 

ANOTHER PERSON: Hey…church is a place for hypocrites. Double 

standard, bare faced, backbiting, over the counter Christians. How can you say 

you are representing Christ and doing your own thing? Send all of them to 

prison. Justice is served. So, baby, you have a phone number I can get? 

 

 More and more shouts of displeasure from the audience. 

 

Paula is overwhelmed by the responses; she turns to face the stage 

where Dorene and Simon stare back at her. 

 

PAULA: There you have it. I don’t need to summarize what these people 

think. It’s clear as day that they were not pleased with the lowered standard of 

our churches. But they strongly agree that Christians were a negative impact 

on our society and the gospel should be abolished. (pause) God help us! This 

is Paula Paparazzi reporting live for CBC News. (gestures the cut signal) I’m 

outta here. 

 

 Sirens can be heard in the distance. 

 

Paula quickly exits. 

 

 Simon and Dorene look at the audience and fake smiles. 

 

SIMON: This is indeed a very dark hour for the church…and one is forced to 

wonder if we’ll ever see the dawn of light…but Jesus is yet to return which 

means there is hope….somewhere, there is hope of a new dawn. (pause) I am 

Simon…. 

 

DORENE: And I am Dorene for CBC News. 
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SIMON: Amen, goodnight and goodbye. 

 

 Sirens are getting closer. 

 

SIMON: Hey, we need to go like right now! 

 

DORENE: I am right behind you. 

 

 They quickly pack up their things and exit as… 

 

LIGHTS FADE 
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Scene 2 

 

 LIGHTS UP 

 

 The sound of sirens fills the auditorium. 

 

 Pandemonium and chaos reigns. 

 

 People are dashing in and out of the church frantic….afraid. 

 

 The police are all over trying to catch up with them. 

 

 George and Robert finally corner a young man, John, on stage right. 

 

GEORGE: Hey, stop running. I am tired and out of breath. If you move, I 

will be forced to use this baton on you. Understand? 

 

 John nods. 

 

ROBERT: What is your name? 

 

JOHN: John. 

 

GEORGE: John? That is a very common name. Show us some identification. 

 

 John produces his driver’s license. 

 

GEORGE: Your name is really John Brown? 

 

JOHN: Yes saar. 

 

GEORGE: Your mother was very inconsiderate. Are you a Christian, John 

Brown? 
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 Pause. No response. 

 

 George grabs his collar. 

 

GEORGE: That was a simple question, and I won’t ask again. I will beat you 

the same way I used to beat my kids. (pause) Are you a Christian? 

 

JOHN: No saar. 

 

ROBERT: Why did you run? 

 

JOHN: I was afraid.  

 

GEORGE: And you have all right to be. (Lets go of the collar and flexes his 

muscle) Gym finally paying off. 

  

JOHN: Can I go now please? 

 

GEORGE: Run….. 

 

 John runs off without hesitation. 

 

GEORGE: Robert, I can’t do this much longer. 

 

ROBERT: I think we deserve a better salary. 

 

GEORGE: This is not worth it. Running people down with a baton is not 

really my style. I didn’t sign up for the police force to catch men. I need a 

change. 

 

ROBERT: I concur. 

 

GEORGE: You even know what that word means? 
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A man strolls pass the stage with a Bible….the Police see him just as he 

sees them. He dashes off. 

 

GEORGE (looks at his partner): Well? 

 

ROBERT: This is the last one for the day. 

 

GEORGE: Agreed! 

 

 They take off after the man as…. 

 

 Sound of siren fades…. 

 

 LIGHTS FADE 
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Copyright © 2017 Cleveland O. McLeish / HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. 

This Work is protected by copyright. Purchase does not transfer ownership. 

Licensed Use (if purchased with performance rights or via subscription): The Licensee 

is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to produce this play under the 

selected license terms (including performance count and organization). Internal rehearsal 

copying is permitted for cast/crew only. Recording, livestreaming, broadcast, or public 

online distribution is allowed with proper notification. 

 

Required credit: “Written by Cleveland O. McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book 

Publishing.” Visit www.christianplaywright.org to purchase full script with/without 

performance rights.  

 

Purchase / Licensing Options 

 

Option 1 — Reading Script (Print on Amazon) 

 

Reading Script (Print Book – Amazon) 

 

✓ A print copy shipped by Amazon for reading and reference. 

✓ Print book ordered and shipped through Amazon. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

Performance, adaptation, reproduction, and distribution rights are not included with this 

option. 

 

Option 2 — Digital Script (Reading Only) 

 

Digital Script (PDF – Reading Only) 

 

✓ A digital copy delivered by email for reading and reference. 

✓ Delivered automatically by email after purchase. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

No production, performance, adaptation, or distribution rights are included. 

 

Option 3 — Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Performances) 

 

Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Live Performances) 

 

✓ Best for churches, schools, and theatre groups ready to produce the play. 

✓ PDF script delivered by email 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization 

http://www.christianplaywright.org/
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✓ Permission to share rehearsal copies internally with cast/crew. 

✓ Limited adaptation permission for your production (cuts/edits as needed). 

✓ Recording/streaming included. 

 

Option 4 — All-Access Subscription (Monthly / Yearly) 

 

✓ All-Access Subscription (Cancel Anytime). For organizations producing multiple 

plays per year. 

✓ Access to the full script library while subscription is active. 

✓ Performance, adaptation, and internal rehearsal distribution permitted during active 

subscription. 

✓ Ongoing access to new releases added to the library. 

 

Rights remain active only while the subscription is active; access and permissions end upon 

cancellation. 

 

Option 5 — Performance Rights Upgrade (Already Own the Script) 

 

✓ Performance Rights Upgrade (For Existing Script Owners). Upgrade if you already 

purchased a reading script and now want to stage the play. 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization. 

✓ Internal rehearsal copy permission included. 

✓ Limited adaptation permission included. 

 

Proof of script ownership may be requested (Amazon order receipt or purchase 

confirmation). 

 

Need more than 3 performances, request a custom license @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com 

 

FAQ 

 

Licensing FAQ 

 

o Do reading scripts include performance rights? 

 

No. Reading scripts (print or digital) are for reading and reference only. 

 

o What does “Up to 3 performances” mean? 

 

You may stage the play up to three (3) times under one license for one producing 

organization. 

 

o Can we make rehearsal copies for cast and crew? 

 

Yes, licensed productions may share copies internally with cast/crew for rehearsal and 

production use only. 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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o Can we edit the script for our context? 

 

Licensed productions may make reasonable cuts and minor adaptations for their specific 

production. Publishing or distributing an adapted script is not permitted. 

 

o Can we livestream or record the performance? 

 

Yes, but please notify the publisher/playwright first. 

 

o Can we perform the play at multiple venues or campuses? 

 

Multiple venues/campuses may require an expanded license. Contact us for a custom quote. 

 

o What if we want more than 3 performances? 

 

You can purchase additional performance blocks or request an expanded license. 

 

o How do we receive the script? 

 

Digital purchases are delivered automatically by email after checkout. 

 


