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COPYRIGHT & LICENSE  

(STANDARD PERFORMANCE LICENSE – UP TO 3 PERFORMANCES) 

Copyright © 2017. Cleveland O. McLeish/HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. This play 

script (the “Work”) is protected by copyright laws and international copyright treaties. Purchase 

of this Work does not transfer ownership of copyright. The author/publisher retains all rights not 

expressly granted below. 

License Grant (Non-Exclusive; Non-Transferable) 

Upon purchase from christianplaywright.org, and subject to full payment, the purchaser 

(“Licensee”) is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to use the Work 

under the following terms: 

1. Permitted Use 

• Licensee may produce and present the Work in up to three (3) live 

performances during the license term. 

• Performances are authorized only for the purchasing entity [i.e. 

Organization/Church/School/Individual]. 

• License term is 24 months from the date of purchase. 

• Licensee is allowed to Record, film, livestream, broadcast, or distribute 

audio/video of performances (including online streaming and social media), 

providing the playwright/publisher is notified. 

2. Rehearsal Copy Permission (Internal Use Only) 

Licensee may reproduce and distribute copies of the Work only as needed for internal 

production use (e.g., cast, crew, director, stage manager). No copy may be sold, posted publicly, 

emailed beyond the production team, or uploaded to public/shared repositories. 

3. Adaptation Permission (Limited) 

Licensee may make reasonable cuts or minor adaptations solely for the authorized production 

(e.g., time, casting constraints, contextual references), provided that: 

• The core storyline and message are not distorted in a way that harms the integrity 

of the Work; and 

• Any adapted version may not be published, licensed to others, or performed 

beyond the scope of this license; and 

• All derivative rights remain the sole property of the author/publisher. 

4. Prohibited Uses (Without Written Permission) 
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Unless separately licensed in writing by HCP Book Publishing, Licensee may not: 

• Post any portion of the Work online (including websites, Google Drive links, file-

sharing platforms, or social media). 

• Sell, sublicense, or distribute the script (or adapted script) to any third party. 

• Use the Work (in whole or in part) to train AI systems, upload into public AI 

datasets, or publish substantial excerpts through automated tools in a way that 

enables reconstruction of the script. 

5. Author Credit (Required) 

All programs, posters, and publicity must include the credit line: “Written by Cleveland O. 

McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book Publishing.” Website credit (optional but 

encouraged): christianplaywright.org 

6. Performance Reporting 

Within ten (10) days after the final performance, Licensee agrees to report performance dates 

and estimated attendance to info@hcpbookpublishing.com. 

7. Breach & Termination 

Any unauthorized reproduction, distribution, recording, posting, or performance constitutes 

infringement and immediately terminates this license. Upon termination, Licensee must cease all 

use and destroy/delete all copies not required to be retained by law. 

For additional performances, additional venues, or large-scale/ticketed events, contact: HCP 

Book Publishing @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com or WhatsApp 876-352-2650. 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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Scene 1 
LIGHTS UP 

Modern – Anna and Adam are driving in a car (created from a painted large 

box, or crates/chairs formed to represent a vehicle)  

The couple is getting situated in the car (buckling seat belts, fiddling with GPS, 

adjusting mirrors, etc.) 

Anna: GPS says we will be arriving in 42 minutes. 

Adam: (sarcastically) Hooray. 

Anna glares at him for a beat. 

Anna: Come on Adam, this is the holidays. We should be feeling festive. 

Adam: We should, but I don’t. 

Anna: Do you think you could fake for the sake of our families. I mean, the holidays 

are a time when we are supposed to be nice to everyone, especially our family.  

Adam puts on a fake smile. Anna is not impressed. 

Anna: How would they feel if we come in all gloom and doom about Christmas? 

Adam: Anna, I think when those rules were made, they hadn’t met OUR families. 

Anna: Well, I know they can be a little overbearing at times, and loud.  

Adam: A little. 

Anna: Okay, more than a little. 

Adam: I can just hear my aunt now: (exaggerated high pitched annoying voice) Oh 

Adam. Stand up straight. What do you mean you don’t want any of my green bean 

casserole?  

Anna: Hey, that was pretty good. What about my grandpa? (big booming voice) Amy, 

Ashley, I mean Anna, yeah, you girl, move away from the TV so I can see the game. 
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And turn it up while you’re there. I can’t hear a dang thing with all you hooligans 

crowding up my house. 

They laugh a little and then fall into silence for a bit. Adam focuses on driving. 

Anna looks out the window. 

Anna: I could turn on some Christmas carols. That will brighten our holiday spirits. 

Adam: If you want. 

Voice: WBCO Radio. Astrologists predict the world is ending in twelve days. Story at 

6. 

Voice 2: This is Saul Saunders with the daily stock report. Markets drop drastically 

despite seasonal spending. 

Voice: Thanks for joining Cynthia Chats. On our show tonight – cheaters and the lies 

they tell their spouses. 

Anna turns the radio off. 

Anna: Okay, maybe no carols. Such a depressing world. I miss the days when all that 

mattered at Christmas was Christ. 

Adam: When was that? 

More silence as they continue to drive. Adam looks increasingly tense, muttering 

about traffic, tailgaters, etc. 

Anna: Gosh this traffic is ridiculous.  

Adam: You’re telling me. It will only get worse, the closer we get to the city. 

Anna: Alright, I’m going to use my time to check over the gift list. Make sure I didn’t 

forget anything at home, or worse, forget anyone. 

Adam: How much did you spend on all those gifts anyway? 

Anna: (nervously) It did get to be a lot. More than usual. But, we worked some extra 

shifts, so it should be alright.  
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Adam: Why does the present list get so big every year? What does anyone really 

need? 

Anna: Its tradition. 

Adam: An expensive one.  

Anna: Speaking of extra shifts. Has there been any more news about the rumored 

layoffs? 

Adam: No. I’m not sure if that’s a good thing, or a bad thing. I guess we’ll just have to 

wait it out. 

Anna: Yeah, nothing you can do really, except pray for the best. 

Adam: I agree, but it’s hard ya know? Like we aren’t already worried enough. The 

economy is bad, politicians – one is worse than the next, and it seems like the 

environment is going to collapse at any minute.  

Anna: I know. I know. I just don’t know what to do about it. 

More silence passes while they continue to drive. 

Anna: Oh, there it is. The GPS says to take the next exit on the left. 

Adam: I’ll do my best.  

Anna: I’ll help. (Craning back to look out rear windows) Okay, wait for it --- now, yes, 

one more lane, hoooold it, merge annnnd exit. 

Adam: Whew.  

Anna: You can say that again. 

Adam: Whew. 

Anna: Alright, just a few more stop lights and the Holiday Inn will be on our right. 

Oh, goodness, the parking lot looks really full, doesn’t it? I hope our reservation 

went through when I booked it online. I don’t know if we’d survive the holidays if 

we had to stay at my parents’ house. 
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Adam: You can say that again. 

Anna: I don’t even want to risk saying it again out loud. Let’s go in and check.  

Adam: Remember all that bad news we were talking about? It might get worse. 

Anna: You know what pastor says. 

Adam: Life is difficult. 

Anna: So pray hard. 

Both: and pray often. 

LIGHTS OUT 
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Scene 2 
LIGHTS UP 

0 BC - A couple is traveling by foot. 

Esther: I saw a sign about an hour ago that said Bethlehem was just a few more 

miles. We should be there soon. 

Jacob: On a normal day, yes, but not today. The census has people piling in from all 

corners of the world. I’ve seen swarms of locusts thinner than this crowd. 

Esther: It is quite busy. Well, Caesar Augustus is the boss, and if the boss issues a 

decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world, then I guess we’d 

better follow it.  

Jacob: It’s hard to believe that everyone coming to Bethlehem is a descendant of 

David. 

Esther: Looks like we have a few more relatives than we thought. 

Jacob: (sarcastically) Very funny, but it could be worse. We could be that couple.  

Look. They only have one donkey. The woman is riding and the man is pulling the 

beast along. Can you imagine having to walk all the way? 

Esther: Shh. Be nice. They could hear you. 

Jacob: I doubt it. They are so far behind. 

All characters and congregation sing: O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Jacob: Finally. Arrived at last. Now, we just have to find an inn, which might be 

harder than we thought. 

Esther: There are people everywhere. Some of them aren’t even moving. Like that 

guy, just standing on the corner. What is he saying? 

Jacob: I can’t hear him, but I can guess. Probably another prophet, telling us all to 

turn from our evil ways. (mimicking/mocking tone) The end of the world is coming. 

Turn away from your false gods.  
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Esther: Enough, Jacob. (giggling) 

Jacob: (continuing in mocking tone) Renounce evil, save yourselves. The Savior is 

coming. Can you believe that? If He was coming, He would have been here already. 

Esther: I’d like to believe He is still coming. We need one. Just look around this 

place. So many hungry people. Corrupted rulers, plagues, prophecies of destruction. 

It’s a scary world. Maybe a savior is just the thing to save us. 

Jacob: Well, He can show up at any time in my opinion. 

Esther: Look. Let’s try that Inn over there. (pointing) 

Jacob: You stay here with the animals. I will go in and check. (walks off stage) 

Esther stays seated and after a few moments begins looking bored. She checks 

her nails, whistles a song, and finally pulls out a magazine from the folds of her 

traveling cloak. Jacob walks out a few moments later. 

Jacob: Well, we are in luck, but just barely. We got the last room. 

Esther: Ah. Amazing. Now, let’s get in before anyone can steal it from us. All these 

people around make me nervous. I was just reading about all the looting that 

happened here last month. (shaking magazine out, pointing to an article) And have 

you heard the rumors about King Herod? Everywhere, bad news. 

Jacob: Just so long as it doesn’t happen to us. Now let’s get inside. 

LIGHTS OUT 
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Copyright © 2017 Cleveland O. McLeish / HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. This 

Work is protected by copyright. Purchase does not transfer ownership. 

 

Licensed Use (if purchased with performance rights or via subscription): The Licensee is 

granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to produce this play under the selected 

license terms (including performance count and organization). Internal rehearsal copying is 

permitted for cast/crew only. Recording, livestreaming, broadcast, or public online distribution is 

allowed with proper notification. 

 

Required credit: “Written by Cleveland O. McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book 

Publishing.” Visit www.christianplaywright.org to purchase full script with/without 

performance rights.  

 

Purchase / Licensing Options 

 

Option 1 — Reading Script (Print on Amazon) 

 

Reading Script (Print Book – Amazon) 

 

✓ A print copy shipped by Amazon for reading and reference. 

✓ Print book ordered and shipped through Amazon. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

Performance, adaptation, reproduction, and distribution rights are not included with this option. 

 

Option 2 — Digital Script (Reading Only) 

 

Digital Script (PDF – Reading Only) 

 

✓ A digital copy delivered by email for reading and reference. 

✓ Delivered automatically by email after purchase. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

No production, performance, adaptation, or distribution rights are included. 

 

Option 3 — Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Performances) 

 

Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Live Performances) 

 

✓ Best for churches, schools, and theatre groups ready to produce the play. 

✓ PDF script delivered by email 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization 

✓ Permission to share rehearsal copies internally with cast/crew. 

http://www.christianplaywright.org/
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✓ Limited adaptation permission for your production (cuts/edits as needed). 

✓ Recording/streaming included. 

 

Option 4 — All-Access Subscription (Monthly / Yearly) 

 

✓ All-Access Subscription (Cancel Anytime). For organizations producing multiple plays 

per year. 

✓ Access to the full script library while subscription is active. 

✓ Performance, adaptation, and internal rehearsal distribution permitted during active 

subscription. 

✓ Ongoing access to new releases added to the library. 

 

Rights remain active only while the subscription is active; access and permissions end upon 

cancellation. 

 

Option 5 — Performance Rights Upgrade (Already Own the Script) 

 

✓ Performance Rights Upgrade (For Existing Script Owners). Upgrade if you already 

purchased a reading script and now want to stage the play. 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization. 

✓ Internal rehearsal copy permission included. 

✓ Limited adaptation permission included. 

 

Proof of script ownership may be requested (Amazon order receipt or purchase confirmation). 

 

Need more than 3 performances, request a custom license @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com 

 

FAQ 

 

Licensing FAQ 

 

o Do reading scripts include performance rights? 

 

No. Reading scripts (print or digital) are for reading and reference only. 

 

o What does “Up to 3 performances” mean? 

 

You may stage the play up to three (3) times under one license for one producing organization. 

 

o Can we make rehearsal copies for cast and crew? 

 

Yes, licensed productions may share copies internally with cast/crew for rehearsal and 

production use only. 

 

o Can we edit the script for our context? 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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Licensed productions may make reasonable cuts and minor adaptations for their specific 

production. Publishing or distributing an adapted script is not permitted. 

 

o Can we livestream or record the performance? 

 

Yes, but please notify the publisher/playwright first. 

 

o Can we perform the play at multiple venues or campuses? 

 

Multiple venues/campuses may require an expanded license. Contact us for a custom quote. 

 

o What if we want more than 3 performances? 

 

You can purchase additional performance blocks or request an expanded license. 

 

o How do we receive the script? 

 

Digital purchases are delivered automatically by email after checkout. 

 


