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COPYRIGHT & LICENSE  

(STANDARD PERFORMANCE LICENSE – UP TO 3 PERFORMANCES) 

Copyright © 2017. Cleveland O. McLeish/HCP Book Publishing. All rights 

reserved. This play script (the “Work”) is protected by copyright laws and 

international copyright treaties. Purchase of this Work does not transfer ownership 

of copyright. The author/publisher retains all rights not expressly granted below. 

License Grant (Non-Exclusive; Non-Transferable) 

Upon purchase from christianplaywright.org, and subject to full payment, the purchaser 

(“Licensee”) is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to use the Work 

under the following terms: 

1. Permitted Use 

• Licensee may produce and present the Work in up to three (3) live 

performances during the license term. 

• Performances are authorized only for the purchasing entity [i.e. 

Organization/Church/School/Individual]. 

• License term is 24 months from the date of purchase. 

• Licensee is allowed to Record, film, livestream, broadcast, or 

distribute audio/video of performances (including online streaming 

and social media), providing the playwright/publisher is notified. 

2. Rehearsal Copy Permission (Internal Use Only) 

Licensee may reproduce and distribute copies of the Work only as needed for 

internal production use (e.g., cast, crew, director, stage manager). No copy may 

be sold, posted publicly, emailed beyond the production team, or uploaded to 

public/shared repositories. 

3. Adaptation Permission (Limited) 

Licensee may make reasonable cuts or minor adaptations solely for the 

authorized production (e.g., time, casting constraints, contextual references), 

provided that: 



3 

 

• The core storyline and message are not distorted in a way that harms 

the integrity of the Work; and 

• Any adapted version may not be published, licensed to others, or 

performed beyond the scope of this license; and 

• All derivative rights remain the sole property of the author/publisher. 

4. Prohibited Uses (Without Written Permission) 

Unless separately licensed in writing by HCP Book Publishing, Licensee may not: 

• Post any portion of the Work online (including websites, Google 

Drive links, file-sharing platforms, or social media). 

• Sell, sublicense, or distribute the script (or adapted script) to any third 

party. 

• Use the Work (in whole or in part) to train AI systems, upload into 

public AI datasets, or publish substantial excerpts through automated 

tools in a way that enables reconstruction of the script. 

5. Author Credit (Required) 

All programs, posters, and publicity must include the credit line: “Written by 

Cleveland O. McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book Publishing.” Website 

credit (optional but encouraged): christianplaywright.org 

6. Performance Reporting 

Within ten (10) days after the final performance, Licensee agrees to report 

performance dates and estimated attendance to info@hcpbookpublishing.com. 

7. Breach & Termination 

Any unauthorized reproduction, distribution, recording, posting, or performance 

constitutes infringement and immediately terminates this license. Upon 

termination, Licensee must cease all use and destroy/delete all copies not required 

to be retained by law. 

For additional performances, additional venues, or large-scale/ticketed events, 

contact: HCP Book Publishing @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com or WhatsApp 

876-352-2650. 
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Scene 1 

 

 LIGHTS UP 

 

Enter Grandmother Terry. She walks crooked and with the aid of a walking 

stick. There is a rocking chair specifically designed for her and placed Stage 

Left. She makes her way to the chair and sits. 

 

TERRY: (to audience) Howdy! (Waits for a response) This generation has no 

manners or broughtupsy. When someone says howdy, it is quite in order to respond, 

so let us try this again. Howdy! (Audience responds) Some of you still don’t say 

anything yet, but Rome was not built in a day. My name is Terry and this is my 

home. I was married for 50 years to a wonderful man. Notice I said wonderful and 

not perfect. There is a difference and for any marriage to work, you have to make the 

distinction. Sammy was his name. He died 3 months ago. We have 3 daughters, two 

are married and one is getting married this weekend and I have been unsuccessful in 

teaching them anything about marriage. Why? They see me as 85 years old and not 

85 years wise. My youngest daughter is 30 and you would think she would be smart 

enough to figure out that I am 55 years wiser than her…but young people these days 

don’t listen to us old folks and so lessons have to be learnt the hard way. 

 

 Enter Jules, the younger of the three sisters. 

 

JULES: Momma, I am a mess. 

 

TERRY: What is it, Jules? 

 

JULES: Nothing is going right today. The flowers for the wedding came and they 

delivered the wrong colour. My dress is still at the cleaners, I can’t get my 

hairdresser on her phone and the lady doing the cake is not responding to my calls. 

 

TERRY: Have you stopped to pray? 

 

JULES: I don’t have the time to pray, Momma. I need to get things in order. 
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TERRY: And maybe that is why things are going wrong. You should seek God’s 

guidance… 

 

JULES: Momma, with all due respect…I really don’t have time for a sermon right 

now. And why is Sharon and Rose not here yet? This day can’t possibly get any 

worse. 

 

 There is a loud crash coming from the kitchen. 

 

JULES: For crying out loud… 

 

 Jules exits. 

 

Sharon and Douglas enter. Sharon drags in a large suitcase while Douglas 

walks with a small carry-on. 

 

SHARON: Hi, Momma. 

 

DOUGLAS: Momma. 

 

TERRY: Doug, why aren’t you being a gentleman and helping your wife with her 

luggage? 

 

DOUGLAS: She insists that she can manage, Momma, and you know I do 

everything to avoid an argument. 

 

SHARON: He always takes no for an answer. 

 

DOUGLAS: Which is why we get along so well. 

 

SHARON: Which is why I wonder which of us wears the pants in this marriage. 

 

DOUGLAS: We both do. Equality…isn’t that the message you women like to 

preach? 

 

SHARON: The Bible says the man is the head of the house. 
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DOUGLAS: I know what the Bible says. I am a minister of the gospel. 

 

SHARON: I know, dear husband. You quote scriptures, but you don’t live it. 

 

DOUGLAS: What is that supposed to mean? 

 

SHARON: You are always at church; always going somewhere to preach. You 

never say no when asked to preach but you always say no to me. 

 

DOUGLAS: Hey. I did offer to help you carry the bag. You said you were okay. 

 

SHARON: After 25 years of marriage, you would think one would learn by now 

that not all no means no. How about you give me a little of what everybody else 

gets? 

 

DOUGLAS: Is it that hard to just say what you mean instead of these mind games? 

 

SHARON: It’s the law of nature.  

 

DOUGLAS: It’s a law of women. A very stupid law. 

 

SHARON: Are you calling me stupid? 

 

DOUGLAS: What are we even arguing about? 

 

 Pause. 

 

SHARON: Oh brother. I can’t get through to this man, Momma. 

 

TERRY: Will you two ever change? 

 

SHARON: Where’s my baby sister? 

 

TERRY: Somewhere, driving herself insane. 

 

SHARON: I better go help her. 
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TERRY: She needs you and she refuses my advice to slow down. 

 

SHARON: Momma, maybe you should try to give advice and not a sermon. 

 

TERRY: Why is it that every time I talk, people think I am preaching? 

 

SHARON: The moment you say, the Bible says…you are preaching. Sometimes we 

pay more attention to the Bible than the people we live with. Right, Douglas? 

 

DOUGLAS: For a peaceful life….I plea the fifth. 

 

TERRY: The Bible is as relevant today as it was back in my days. 

 

SHARON: Matter of opinion, Momma. Times have changed. 

 

 Sharon exits. 

 

TERRY: You two have been married for 25 years. 

 

DOUGLAS: 24 years, 6 months and 3 days. 

 

TERRY: You must be doing something right to stay together that long when you 

argue so much. 

 

DOUGLAS: I have learnt all the classy facial expression that says I am listening 

when in fact I am nowhere in the room. There is one like this (does an expression) 

with an occasional nod every now and again. Classic stuff. Someone actually wrote 

a book about it. 

 

TERRY: How are things at home? 

 

DOUGLAS: Good.  

 

TERRY: Really! 

 

 Pause. 
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DOUGLAS: No. 

 

TERRY: You wanna talk about it. 

 

DOUGLAS: No. 

 

 Pause. 

 

DOUGLAS: I think it is now a problem that I have a speaking engagement almost 

every week and the work of the church takes up most of my days.  

 

TERRY: You must never neglect the wife of your youth, Doug. Family comes first. 

The Bible says so. 

 

DOUGLAS: I am the pastor of two local churches, and we have an ongoing 

building project where I am also the contractor on that job. Sharon once liked the 

fact that I was so committed to church and now it’s a problem. 

 

TERRY: Have you and Sharon sat down and have a conversation about this? 

 

DOUGLAS: I have tried. 

 

TERRY: Nothing beats communication. 

 

DOUGLAS: Me and your daughter don’t communicate. We just share conflicting 

thoughts. 

 

 Enter Sandra and John. 

 

SANDRA: Hey (hugs Momma and kisses her on the cheek). 

 

 John and Douglas bounce fist. 

 

JOHN: Hey, Momma. 

 

TERRY: Somebody’s glowing. 
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JOHN: Yeah, it feels good to be on a different road. 

 

DOUGLAS: Oh, I forgot to congratulate you on the big step. (shakes his hand) 

Welcome to the family of God. 

 

JOHN: Thanks, man. 

 

SANDRA: Where are my sisters? 

 

TERRY: Somewhere, going crazy. 

 

SANDRA: I should go join them. 

 

 Sandra exits. 

 

JOHN: Momma, who is the lucky man who got Jules eating out of the palm of his 

hand? 

 

TERRY: Why do you say it like that? 

 

JOHN: Don’t be modest, Momma. Jules is a tyrant. A gentleman has to come good 

to get her to agree to marriage. 

 

DOUGLAS: I second that. 

 

TERRY: He will be here later. 

 

JOHN: Set up an appointment, Momma. You know we got to screen him to make 

sure he pure. 

 

TERRY: The idea of him alone in a room with you two is quite scary. 

 

DOUGLAS: Hey, what’s the worst that can happen? 

 

TERRY: He might change his mind about getting married to Jules. 

 

DOUGLAS: Like I said, what’s the worst that can happen. 
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JOHN: Somebody need to warn him about the reality of being married. 

 

DOUGLAS: You don’t worry, Momma. Just set up the appointment. We got this. 

 

JOHN: Yeah, the veterans are in the house. 

 

 John and Douglas high five. Momma rolls her eyes. 

 

 LIGHTS OUT 
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Scene 2 

 

 LIGHTS UP 

 

Douglas enters will three glasses and a bottle of non-alcoholic wine. He 

pours into the three glasses. 

 

Matt enters and Douglas gives him a glass. 

 

John follows and takes a glass. 

 

DOUGLAS: What’s the verdict? 

 

JOHN: Ladies are out shopping. 

 

DOUGLAS: And Momma? 

 

JOHN: She just took her meds. She is out like a light. 

 

DOUGLAS: So, it’s just us guys? 

 

JOHN: Yep. 

 

DOUGLAS: Good.  

 

 Matt appears a little nervous. 

 

DOUGLAS: So, Matt. What is your secret? 

 

MATT: My secret? 

 

DOUGLAS: Yeah, how did you get Jules to agree to marriage? Did you put 

something in her drink? 

 

MATT: No. 
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JOHN: Are you blackmailing her in some way? Does she have a nasty little secret 

that only you are privy to? 

 

MATT: No. 

 

DOUGLAS: What did you do? 

 

MATT: I fasted and prayed that God would send someone suitable. 

 

 Long pause. 

 

JOHN: And that worked? 

 

MATT: I guess. 

 

DOUGLAS: We aren’t as stupid as we look, Matt. 

 

JOHN: Speak for yourself, man. 

 

MATT: I don’t think you are stupid. 

 

DOUGLAS: People don’t fast and pray for love anymore. 

 

MATT: And maybe that’s why the divorce rate is so high. 

 

DOUGLAS: So, what’s your exit strategy? 

 

MATT: What do you mean? 

 

DOUGLAS: You must know Jules is a tyrant. What you gonna do when she starts 

beating on you? 

 

MATT: She’s not going to beat on me. 

 

JOHN: You sound pretty sure of yourself. 

 

MATT: I have no insecurities whatsoever. 
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 Pause. 

 

JOHN: This one got little sense. 

 

DOUGLAS: Sounds like it. 

 

JOHN: Do you have any marriage experience, Matt? 

 

MATT: Nope. My first time. 

 

JOHN: My deepest condolences man. 

 

DOUGLAS: Well, we got lots of experience. 25 years under my belt. 

 

JOHN: 10 years for me. 

 

MATT: Happily married? 

 

DOUGLAS: Sometimes… 

 

MATT: Most of the time? 

 

DOUGLAS: I wouldn’t say most of the time. 

 

JOHN: Marriage has its challenges. 

 

MATT: I assume two individuals trying to make a life together would have a few 

hiccups. 

 

DOUGLAS: Hiccups are tolerable. Try random, sporadic spasms. 

 

JOHN: Doug is not very good at expressing his feelings. 

 

MATT: Clearly. 

 

DOUGLAS: So, any question you got, we can provide the advice because when it 

comes to marriage…we are the professionals and you are the rookie. Understand. 
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✓ Print book ordered and shipped through Amazon. 
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✓ No performance rights included. 
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✓ Permission to share rehearsal copies internally with cast/crew. 

✓ Limited adaptation permission for your production (cuts/edits as needed). 

✓ Recording/streaming included. 
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✓ All-Access Subscription (Cancel Anytime). For organizations producing multiple 

plays per year. 

✓ Access to the full script library while subscription is active. 

✓ Performance, adaptation, and internal rehearsal distribution permitted during active 

subscription. 

✓ Ongoing access to new releases added to the library. 

 

Rights remain active only while the subscription is active; access and permissions end upon 

cancellation. 

 

Option 5 — Performance Rights Upgrade (Already Own the Script) 

 

✓ Performance Rights Upgrade (For Existing Script Owners). Upgrade if you already 

purchased a reading script and now want to stage the play. 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization. 

✓ Internal rehearsal copy permission included. 

✓ Limited adaptation permission included. 

 

Proof of script ownership may be requested (Amazon order receipt or purchase 
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Need more than 3 performances, request a custom license @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com 

 

FAQ 

 

Licensing FAQ 

 

o Do reading scripts include performance rights? 

 

No. Reading scripts (print or digital) are for reading and reference only. 

 

o What does “Up to 3 performances” mean? 

 

You may stage the play up to three (3) times under one license for one producing 

organization. 

 

o Can we make rehearsal copies for cast and crew? 

 

Yes, licensed productions may share copies internally with cast/crew for rehearsal and 

production use only. 
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o Can we edit the script for our context? 

 

Licensed productions may make reasonable cuts and minor adaptations for their specific 

production. Publishing or distributing an adapted script is not permitted. 

 

o Can we livestream or record the performance? 

 

Yes, but please notify the publisher/playwright first. 

 

o Can we perform the play at multiple venues or campuses? 

 

Multiple venues/campuses may require an expanded license. Contact us for a custom quote. 

 

o What if we want more than 3 performances? 

 

You can purchase additional performance blocks or request an expanded license. 

 

o How do we receive the script? 

 

Digital purchases are delivered automatically by email after checkout. 

 


