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COPYRIGHT & LICENSE  

(STANDARD PERFORMANCE LICENSE – UP TO 3 PERFORMANCES) 

Copyright © 2017. Cleveland O. McLeish/HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. This play 

script (the “Work”) is protected by copyright laws and international copyright treaties. Purchase 

of this Work does not transfer ownership of copyright. The author/publisher retains all rights not 

expressly granted below. 

License Grant (Non-Exclusive; Non-Transferable) 

Upon purchase from christianplaywright.org, and subject to full payment, the purchaser 
(“Licensee”) is granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to use the 
Work under the following terms: 

1. Permitted Use 

• Licensee may produce and present the Work in up to three (3) live 

performances during the license term. 

• Performances are authorized only for the purchasing entity [i.e. 

Organization/Church/School/Individual]. 

• License term is 24 months from the date of purchase. 

• Licensee is allowed to Record, film, livestream, broadcast, or distribute 

audio/video of performances (including online streaming and social media), 

providing the playwright/publisher is notified. 

2. Rehearsal Copy Permission (Internal Use Only) 

Licensee may reproduce and distribute copies of the Work only as needed for internal 

production use (e.g., cast, crew, director, stage manager). No copy may be sold, posted publicly, 

emailed beyond the production team, or uploaded to public/shared repositories. 

3. Adaptation Permission (Limited) 

Licensee may make reasonable cuts or minor adaptations solely for the authorized production 

(e.g., time, casting constraints, contextual references), provided that: 

• The core storyline and message are not distorted in a way that harms the integrity 

of the Work; and 

• Any adapted version may not be published, licensed to others, or performed 

beyond the scope of this license; and 

• All derivative rights remain the sole property of the author/publisher. 

4. Prohibited Uses (Without Written Permission) 



3 

 

Unless separately licensed in writing by HCP Book Publishing, Licensee may not: 

• Post any portion of the Work online (including websites, Google Drive links, file-

sharing platforms, or social media). 

• Sell, sublicense, or distribute the script (or adapted script) to any third party. 

• Use the Work (in whole or in part) to train AI systems, upload into public AI 

datasets, or publish substantial excerpts through automated tools in a way that 

enables reconstruction of the script. 

5. Author Credit (Required) 

All programs, posters, and publicity must include the credit line: “Written by Cleveland O. 

McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book Publishing.” Website credit (optional but 

encouraged): christianplaywright.org 

6. Performance Reporting 

Within ten (10) days after the final performance, Licensee agrees to report performance dates 

and estimated attendance to info@hcpbookpublishing.com. 

7. Breach & Termination 

Any unauthorized reproduction, distribution, recording, posting, or performance constitutes 

infringement and immediately terminates this license. Upon termination, Licensee must cease all 

use and destroy/delete all copies not required to be retained by law. 

For additional performances, additional venues, or large-scale/ticketed events, contact: HCP 

Book Publishing @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com or WhatsApp 876-352-2650. 

 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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VOICE: I knew pleasure. I found all that was good. I laughed many days, cheered myself 
with wine, and embraced folly. I wanted to experience all that was good for people to do 
under the heavens during the few days of life. I undertook great projects: I built houses for 
myself and planted vineyards. I made gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees 
in them. I made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees. I bought male and female 
slaves and had other slaves who were born in my house. I owned more herds and flocks 
than anyone before me. I amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and 
provinces. I acquired male and female singers, and a harem as well. I became greater by far 
than anyone before me. I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no 
pleasure. In life, I had everything…(pause)….In death, I had nothing. 

SCENE 1 
 

LIGHTS UP – Party Scene. 

 

Decorations, music, food, and drinks in abundance. Guest are scattered all over the 

room, dressed in elegant, upper-class suits and dresses. Everyone has a glass as they 

drink in a celebratory mood. Laughter, chatter, eating and drinking. 

 

DIVES walk in. If we thought the guest was dressed in fine clothes, Dives outshines 

them all. Everyone turns to him and applauds. He is poured some drink into a glass. He 

smiles and raises the glass. This is the man of the hour. 

 

DIVES: I have built an empire equal to none. I have earned more money than, than…what’s 

the name of that Facebook guy? 

 

GUEST: Mark Zuckerberg. 

 

DIVES: Yes, Mark Zuckerberg. I have accomplished far greater things than, than…what’s the 

name of that guy who founded Microsoft? 

 

GUEST: Bill Gates. 

 

DIVES: Yes, Bill Fakes. I am more popular than any performer. This month alone I have 

opened two new franchises. Instant profit, and who said there was no god on earth. 

 

One of the guests steps forward with his glass. His name is Phillip. 

 

PHILLIP: I think you have had too much to drink, brother. 
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DIVES: I’m just getting started. (Raises glass and drinks) 

 

PHILLIP: You promised last Christmas that you would not get drunk this time around. 

 

DIVES: Christmas? 

 

PHILLIP: It is Christmas. The season to be merry. 

 

DIVES: No little brother. Christmas is for the weak and poor. Today we celebrate greater 

than Christmas. Today we celebrate me. 

 

Some applaud. Others just drink. 

 

DIVES: You all have a job because I provided. Christmas is for the underprivileged who 

need a crutch to lean on; some institution that will offer them bread. I provide more than 

bread. Meat, fine wine, and entertainment. 

 

He raises his glass to shouts of glee. 

 

Phillip takes the glass before he drinks. 

 

PHILLIP: You’ve probably had enough. 

 

Dives reach for a bottle of wine. 

 

DIVES: I intend to get drunk tonight. (He drinks) 

 

Phillip takes him aside to have a private discussion. 

 

PHILLIP: It's Christmas Eve. We should send the people home to celebrate with their 

families. 

 

DIVES: Do they look like they want to go home, Phillip? 

 

PHILLIP: They probably have no idea what they want with all this liquor going around. 

 

DIVES: Why are you such a killjoy, little brother? Learn to relax and have some fun without 

thinking of the minute details. 
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PHILLIP: You pay me to think of the little things. 

 

DIVES: And I will pay you not to think if that will help you relax a little. Have some wine. 

Eat some pork. Invite one of these girls for a private session upstairs. This is our time 

brother. We are looking at a brand-new future. 

 

PHILLIP: I know it’s the wine talking. 

 

DIVES: What’s with the conscience all of a sudden? 

 

PHILLIP: Just doing my job. 

 

DIVES: In that case, when this night is over, make sure you tell every one of these people 

that I need them at work first thing tomorrow morning. 

 

PHILLIP: It's Christmas Day. 

 

DIVES: So, let them come in at ten instead of eight. Am I not generous? 

 

PHILLIP: They should be home with their families. 

 

DIVES: It’s just another day to make money. We make our greatest profits on commercial 

holidays. 

 

PHILLIP: It’s not just a commercial holiday. 

 

DIVES: You sound just like my wife. 

 

PHILLIP: Soon to be ex-wife --- number six, if I might add. 

 

DIVES: I know where you are going. Don’t. 

 

PHILLIP: People like to go to Church on Christmas Day. 

 

DIVES: You think people are interested in going to a sanctuary to listen to some fairy tales 

of a king born in a horse pen? 

 

PHILLIP: Sharon does it. Mom did it. 
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DIVES: Mom is dead. Some good that did. She was a fool and Sharon is exactly like her, 

which is why I moved out. 

 

PHILLIP: She invited us over for Christmas. 

 

DIVES: I have no time for that. If she wants to waste her years believing in all that God 

nonsense, it’s up to her. I will have none of it. 

 

PHILLIP: She asked me to convince you to come. She has something to tell us. 

 

DIVES: Aw, the aura of mystery. It’s a nice touch. Still not going. I would die first. 

 

PHILLIP: You were so madly in love with her once. 

 

DIVES: “Were” being the key word in that statement.  

 

Lazarus, much older and dressed in ragged clothes walks into the room. The guest 

turns up their noses and puts some distance between him and them, and he walks 

through looking at the table. 

 

Dives see him. He shoves Phillip out of the way and walks over to Lazarus. 

 

DIVES: I told you never to come here. 

 

LAZARUS: Food looks good. I could smell it from outside. 

 

DIVES: Get out before I have you thrown out. 

 

LAZARUS: Why you always treat me like a dog rich man? 

 

DIVES: How else is a dog to be treated? 

 

LAZARUS: You’re not going to eat all this food. If it’s even the leftovers, I’ll take it. 

 

DIVES: You will have none of this food. Go find some water in the streets to bathe yourself 

and stop trespassing on my property or I will have you arrested. 

 

LAZARUS: Why so mean? 
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DIVES: Get out. 

 

LAZARUS: Merry Christmas to you too, sir. 

 

DIVES: There’s nothing merry about it for you. Go find a church. Those poor jackals will 

take you in. Beg them for some of their manna and holy water. Beg them some soap and 

toothpaste. Go find that Jesus you’re always talking about. Maybe he will give you some fish 

and bread. 

 

Pause. 

 

DIVES: Go. Leave. Vamoose. 

 

LAZARUS: God bless you. 

 

Lazarus turns and leaves. 

 

DIVES: (turns to Phillip) See what I mean brother. Filth. That’s the kind that goes to church. 

Hungry, smelly, poor and dying. Its people like us that live forever. Not them. They can’t 

afford it. We have the best of everything in this life and any other life to come, if there is 

such a thing. 

 

Dives drink some more. 

 

DIVES: We have only just begun to build my kingdom here on earth brother. There is plenty 

of work to be done, but today we eat, we drink, and we celebrate. 

 

VOICE: ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get 

what you have prepared for yourself?’ 

 

Dives look around for the source of the voice. He looks at the bottle in his hand. 

 

DIVES: Did you hear that? 

 

PHILLIP: Hear what? 

 

DIVES: I heard a voice. (laughs) I think the wine is talking to me. 

 

PHILLIP: You’ve had too much to drink. (Takes the bottle away from Dives)   
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DIVES: Think I’m going to lie down a bit. The smell of that beggar has somehow upset my 

stomach. 

 

Dives leaves. Phillip re-joins the other guest. The party continues. 

 

LIGHTS OUT 
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Copyright © 2017 Cleveland O. McLeish / HCP Book Publishing. All rights reserved. This 

Work is protected by copyright. Purchase does not transfer ownership. 

 

Licensed Use (if purchased with performance rights or via subscription): The Licensee is 

granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license to produce this play under the selected 

license terms (including performance count and organization). Internal rehearsal copying is 

permitted for cast/crew only. Recording, livestreaming, broadcast, or public online distribution is 

allowed with proper notification. 

 

Required credit: “Written by Cleveland O. McLeish. Used by permission of HCP Book 

Publishing.” Visit www.christianplaywright.org to purchase full script with/without 

performance rights.  

 

Purchase / Licensing Options 

 

Option 1 — Reading Script (Print on Amazon) 

 

Reading Script (Print Book – Amazon) 

 

✓ A print copy shipped by Amazon for reading and reference. 

✓ Print book ordered and shipped through Amazon. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

Performance, adaptation, reproduction, and distribution rights are not included with this option. 

 

Option 2 — Digital Script (Reading Only) 

 

Digital Script (PDF – Reading Only) 

 

✓ A digital copy delivered by email for reading and reference. 

✓ Delivered automatically by email after purchase. 

✓ Ideal for personal reading, study, or review. 

✓ No performance rights included. 

 

No production, performance, adaptation, or distribution rights are included. 

 

Option 3 — Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Performances) 

 

Digital Script + Standard Performance License (Up to 3 Live Performances) 

 

✓ Best for churches, schools, and theatre groups ready to produce the play. 

✓ PDF script delivered by email 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization 

http://www.christianplaywright.org/
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✓ Permission to share rehearsal copies internally with cast/crew. 

✓ Limited adaptation permission for your production (cuts/edits as needed). 

✓ Recording/streaming included. 

 

Option 4 — All-Access Subscription (Monthly / Yearly) 

 

✓ All-Access Subscription (Cancel Anytime). For organizations producing multiple plays 

per year. 

✓ Access to the full script library while subscription is active. 

✓ Performance, adaptation, and internal rehearsal distribution permitted during active 

subscription. 

✓ Ongoing access to new releases added to the library. 

 

Rights remain active only while the subscription is active; access and permissions end upon 

cancellation. 

 

Option 5 — Performance Rights Upgrade (Already Own the Script) 

 

✓ Performance Rights Upgrade (For Existing Script Owners). Upgrade if you already 

purchased a reading script and now want to stage the play. 

✓ Up to three (3) live performances for one organization. 

✓ Internal rehearsal copy permission included. 

✓ Limited adaptation permission included. 

 

Proof of script ownership may be requested (Amazon order receipt or purchase confirmation). 

 

Need more than 3 performances, request a custom license @ info@hcpbookpublishing.com 

 

FAQ 

 

Licensing FAQ 

 

o Do reading scripts include performance rights? 

 

No. Reading scripts (print or digital) are for reading and reference only. 

 

o What does “Up to 3 performances” mean? 

 

You may stage the play up to three (3) times under one license for one producing organization. 

 

o Can we make rehearsal copies for cast and crew? 

 

Yes, licensed productions may share copies internally with cast/crew for rehearsal and 

production use only. 

 

o Can we edit the script for our context? 

mailto:info@hcpbookpublishing.com
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Licensed productions may make reasonable cuts and minor adaptations for their specific 

production. Publishing or distributing an adapted script is not permitted. 

 

o Can we livestream or record the performance? 

 

Yes, but please notify the publisher/playwright first. 

 

o Can we perform the play at multiple venues or campuses? 

 

Multiple venues/campuses may require an expanded license. Contact us for a custom quote. 

 

o What if we want more than 3 performances? 

 

You can purchase additional performance blocks or request an expanded license. 

 

o How do we receive the script? 

 

Digital purchases are delivered automatically by email after checkout. 

 


